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LETTERS 


“For The Preservation Of The Faith” 


Austin, Texas, 
July 28, 1949. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Dear Sirs: 


As an Elder vitally interested in the work and 
future of our own Southern Presbyterian Church, 
I write this word to you, for you to use as you 
may see fit. 


The question of re-union has been before our 
Church for seventy-five years, and God has not 
blessed it yet; but He has blessed the Southern 
Assembly. We have a glorious heritage. It is one 
of which we are justly proud and thankful to God; 
but of course we cannot do the work of the Lord 
on heritage alone. However we have the greater 
responsibility for that history and heritage. My 
purpose is not to recount acts of heroism, sacrifice, 
sufferings, and martyrdom even, for the Kingdom’s 
sake, that enter into our heritage. You are far 
more familiar with that than I am. But I write in 
the hope that I may in some small way be an 
instrument in God’s hand of awakening in others 
the need for a closer study of the present situation 
and to warn them of the impending danger. We 
face both danger and possible tragedy. The reasons 
are many. Let me name a few. 


First, our leaders withdrew from the original 
Church on principle; and that principle as fifty- 
eight commissioners framed it, is that the General 
Assembly has no right to “decide the political ques- 
tion to what government the allegience of Presby- 
terians, as citizens, is due and its right to make that 
decision a condition of membership in the Church.” 
So long as the U.S.A. Church continues to dabble 
in politics, for us to unite with them would mean 
denying this fundamental principle. 


Second, the U.S.A. Church has failed to express 
an opinion on the document known as the Auburn 
Affirmation, which nearly thirteen hundred of their 
ministers signed, many of whom were men of great 
influence in that Church. A refusal to act seems to 
show a fear of the consequences; and not to act 
constitutes an endorsement of heresy. This  in- 
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famous paper definitely puts the U.S.A. Church 
behind the eight-ball. Does a lack of faith on their 
part seek bolstering by drawing us into union to 
save them from a difficult situation which only 
God can do? 


Third, we as a Church body have a definite place 
and mission. The mission is common to all Evan- 
gelical Churches; all have the Great Commission of 
the ascended Lord. And all such are one in Him, 
though separate organically, for so can they fulfil 
their purpose, rather than through a large, top- 
heavy, unweildy mass with intricate councils, com- 
mittees, commissions, institutions, and organiza- 
tions. 


Fourth, in the “Plan of Re-union’”’ provision is 
made for any congregation that wishes to remain 
out of the union, to do so by calling a congrega 
tional meeting and if 75 per cent of members vote 
against union they may withdraw and retain thei 
own property. In the Book of Church Order a 
majority vote decides unless otherwise definitel) 
stated, but when and if the union is consumated 
the 75 per cent rule becomes effective. We th 
lay members have no say in the matter. Is this 
fair? Let us suppose for example, that this unior 
is consummated; then within the required one yea 
every Church in the old U. S. Church organizatio1 
votes more than the 75 per cent to withdraw, what 
would we gain—rather what would we lose? W: 
would be permitted to keep our own property but 
lose all our schools, colleges, endowments, Ministe) 
Annuity fund, in fact all the accummulation o 
ninety years work, together with an even greate! 
loss—all our mission fields both Home and Foreign 





Fifth, female elders is unscriptural. We would 
have this improper situation forced upon us. 


Sixth, the proposed plan of socializing the Hom 
Mission enterprise, takes redemption through th: 
Lord Christ out of the field and tends to nullify ou 
Personal visitation Evangelism. 


These are some of the reasons why I feel that we 
should not enter into a union with the U.S.A 
Chureh under such conditions as now prevail. 

Yours for the preservation of the true faith. 


A. C. Culley. 
618 West 31% Stree 
Austin, Texas. 
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EDITORIAL 





Keeping The Record 
Straight 


Salvation is the gift of God: our creed is our 
birthright: theology is the life of the Church and of 
the christian. Whereas it is possible to make a 
separation between these, such separation for the 
Calvinist is most disadvantageous and indeed dan- 
gerous. 


One cannot but be disturbed at what he sees and 
hears. Rumors get around; articles appear in the 
press; statements are made; denials are scattered; 
questions and uncertainties are on the air. There are 
folk in the Southern Presbyterian Church who 
accept the Bible as uniquely inspired and true, who 
believe that the Lord Jesus Christ was virgin-born, 
who accept the blood atonement, who hold no 
doubts regarding the miraculous elements in the 
Scriptures, who look to the personal and visible 
return of the Saviour. There are others, these 
rumors being true, who question, or hold lightly, 
these things. It becomes a very practical problem 
then as to who is in the line of succession. Are the 
lrberals the true heirs, or are the conservatives 
to be regarded as the successors of former genera- 
tions under the Presbyterian banner? It was one 
ot deans of Journalism in the State of Texas, in 
years gone by, Col. Hugh Nugent Fitzgerald, who 
used to insist constantly on “keeping the record 
straight.” 


Now the ancient fathers of the Church based 
their beliefs and adopted their creeds, as arising 
out of the plain and perspicuous statements of the 
Bible. Theology may be somewhat indirect; but 
creed is direct, as regards the face of Scripture. 
And Reformed Protestantism—those who are ou 
spiritual forebears, held to the Bible and to the 
Bible alone as the basis of creedal statement and 
of personal conduct. Also the founders of the Pres- 
byterian House in America understood and accepted 
the Scriptures in the same sense as the conserva- 
tives now understand them. The cases of Professors 
Swing and Briggs give evidence that our American 
Presbyterians of those days held to certain clear- 
cut beliefs regarding Church orders and the Bible 
on which the minister’s work is based. 


In addition, it can hardly be doubted that those 
who felt compelled to withdraw from the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A. in 1861, accepted 
without hesitation the entire content of evangelical 
Christianity. Thornwell and Dabney were no less 
clear in their adherence to, and their confession of, 
those fundamental data, so clearly stated and so 
logically deduced from the pages of the Bible, 
than were Hodge and Warfield. 


What this amounts to is that the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church fell heir to as strictly evangelical 
beliefs as have characterized the faithful in all 
ages, since Christianity was revealed of God to 
man. It is only in comparatively late days that there 
have arisen more than a scattered few who are 
said to teach and preach and write what is called 
liberalism, and to deny directly or indirectly one 
or more of the cardinal doctrines which not only 
our Church but evangelical Christendom has deemed 
fundamental to the Faith. It seems then very queer 


that men should maintain orders in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church while questioning or denying, 
or at least refusing to affirm, or seeming not to 
affirm, these dogmas, whether in whole or in part. 
This is worse than queer... Is the record straight? 
Does liberalism represent our Church? Is it true to 
our historic position? Does it honor the Scripture? 
Is it in accord with the Confession of Faith? Who 
then are the true Presbyterians? 


Now if there be such folk as indicated, then their 
pretentions at being true Presbyterians do not 
make them such. They may think they are in the 
direct line of succession; but they are not. They 
may regard themselves as being in good standing in 
Church orders: it is not so. And yet many may be 
carried away by their dissimulation. With their 
fellow-travellers, they seem willing to brand as a 
minority blocking progress, all who continue faith- 
ful to creed and to Scripture. Surely they are the 
minority leading to confusion. They do well to 
remember the story of the man accused of being 
the troubler of Israel: the facts turned out to be 
the reverse! And what if we gain numbers by false 
ecumenism! What price prestige! What if there be a 
United-States-wide Church! A world-wide Church! 
What if the Church gain the whole world and lose 
its own life! Is God in the movement?—tthat is the 
question. And surely individuals will be pardoned 
if they ask: Can the Holy Spirit be leading, even 
apparently, away from the fundamentals of that 
Faith which is not only Presbyterian but historic, 
and not only historic but Biblical? Anyway, let us 
keep the record straight. —R.F.G.. 





“Christ Is A Living 
Reality - Not Only A 
New Philosophy” 


These are the words of Pastor Fred Keienburg 
spoken to the Luther League Conference recently 
held in Duluth. Keienburg, a graduate student at 
Princeton, spoke of the judgment of God upon his 
people in Germany and then of God’s grace greater 
than His judgment. Then he concluded: ‘Se we like 
to proclaim what we said in Duluth: that Christ 
is a living reality, not only a new philosophy. It 
may be true that distress, need, suffering, situa- 
tions in which one is totally deprived of the goods 
and securities of this life, give a greater chance to 
realize the depth and living power of God’s grace 
and mercy. But we trust that God gives grace even 
n lands where the securities and goods of this life 
try to distract from Him, and that He gives the 
depth and the strength of faith which is needed in 
today’s troubled world, also here in America.” 


A year ago several of our Southern Presbyterian 
graduate students were talking with one of the 
senior ministers in Prague. “It seems,” one of the 
students remarked, ‘“‘that there is nothing but dis- 
couragement and uncertainty.” 


‘Discouragement yes,” replied the Pastor. “Un- 
certainty, No! For we have Jesus Christ as our 
Lord and our Saviour and He will see us through.” 


When the three friends of Daniel were cast into 
the fiery furnace, King Nebuchadnezzar looked and 
behold there were four men walking in the midst of 
the fire, and the form of the iourth was like unto 
the Son of God. —~Wm. C. R. 
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Labor Looks At The 
Federal Council 


The two editorials printed below both appeared 
in “The Labor Union,” official publication of the 
American Federation of Labor, in its issue of 
August 19th. 


We have long been convinced that the Federal 
Council’s attempt t have the Church, as such, 
enter into the political and economic arena is wrong 
and inimicable to the spiritual influence of the 
Church. 

More than that, we believe the pronouncements 


‘f the Federal Council 
on economics have been crack-pot in character 
designed to undermine the economic system which 
has given the greatest opportunities and privileges 
to the greatest number of individuals. 


of some of the secretariat 


These two editorials, coming from the side of 
labor, show that our opinion in this matter is held 
by some responsible labor leadership too. 

We quote in full as follows: 
1 


Churches And Influence 


“There are 77,000,000 church members in the 
United States, according to the Yearbook of 
American Churches, recently published under the 
auspices of the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America. 

It is interesting to note that Dr. eee McCrea 
Cavert, General-Secr: tary, says that more Ameri- 
cans are church members than at any - pre\ vious time. 
He says that the ratio today is better than one in 
two of the population compared with one in fifteen 
150 years ago. 

This is an interesting statement, revealing sur- 
prising growth in « membership. It is evidence 


of what church organizations, while operating in- 
dependently from the government and unsupported 
by taxation, can accomplish through their own 
efforts and the supp f their adherents. 


The docto: s convinced that the United States, 
on the surface, appears to be a religious country but 


says that any ful observer can detect a 
disturbing discrepancy} tween the size of churches 
and their influen American life. The correct- 
ness of this assertior yurse, depends upon what 
one expects the churches of this country to ac- 


complish. 


We have a rath d-fashioned idea that the 
main business of Ir ganizations is to promote 
the spiritual deve nt of individuals. These 
individuals, in n, have the opportunity to trans- 
late spiritual values int h xpressions that form 
our present material life. It is not the business of 
the church, as we see it, to arrange the details of 
material living but rather to inspire men and women 
to follow Spiritual g lance 


It is quite possible for the churches, as organiza- 
tions, to exercise greater influence on American life 


without, at the sa time, promoting tne spiritual 
development of t dherents. When members of a 
religious organization lose their personal independ- 

; ry) + } “+ 1 ¢ ] +} y ; 
ence in matiers outside the spiritual field, they fail 
to make the spiritual development that is the es- 


sence of re 210 


Consequently, it might be a good idea for the 
churches generally to concentrate their efforts upon 
the development of spiritual power and, with faith 
in this power, leave the details of modern living to 
individuals impressed with their spiritual obliga- 


tions.”’ 
Quit Kicking]! 


According to some experts, the present downturn 
in business has been stimulated by the wait-and-see 
attitude of many consumers. It is probable that it 
has also been encouraged by that considerable group 
who simply feel that prices are higher than they 
should be and refuse to make avoidable purchases 
until they come down. These attitudes are far from 
as logical and sensible as they sound. For one thing, 
they obstruct the normal functioning of supply and 
demand and curtail needed production. 


As far as prices go, who can judge a fair price 
under existing conditions? Rare is the farmer who 
is ready to concede that he is getting too much 
money for his product. The same is true of manu- 
facturers and distributors of virtually every neces- 
sity and luxury, and where is the workman who 
would advocate a wage cut? It is folly for anyone 
to establish in his mind an arbitrary conception of a 
fair price—on the other fellow’s goods. 


Many businesses nowadays are operating on a thin 
margin of profit. One observer, commenting on the 
recent experience of the textile manufacturers, 
pointed out that “they concluded everything was 
too high in price and, urged on by the constant 
necessity of orders to run 24 hours a day, they have 
consistently and progressively cut away their profit. 
Today—almost profitless—they still seek to run 24 
hours a day.’”’ Probably some people are still waiting 
for the price of textile goods to get down to a 
‘‘reasonable’”’ level before they buy. 


The retail distribution industry is another that is 
operating on an extremely thin margin— its profits 
depend on efficient operation and volume. The 
annual statements of companies in all lines tell the 
same story. Survival depends on volume. 


* * - 


In reality, the United States at this moment is 
nearer to production-for-use under the capitalistic 
“profit”? system than communism, socialism or any 
other theoretical social scheme could ever hope to 
achieve. The proof of this is all around us. Count- 
less millions of cars, telephones, washing machines, 
gadgets, and abundance without end testify to the 
capacity of this country to fill the material desires 
ot the people—at a price the people can pay. 





So why sit around in morbid curiosity waiting to 
see if things are going to pot? This country is going 
ahead, come what may. As far as price goes you 
are getting your money’s worth, and American 
productive genius and science have made available 

he greatest selection of goods for your use in the 
btare of the world. So quit kicking, and try to 
quit worrying. 


“Forms Of Faith Of 
Another Age” 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, Aug. 1, 1949, 
in an editorial (Pages 3-4) speaks of an editorial 
in “The Presbyterian Outlook” in which the editor 
of the latter lays the greater number of our 
problems to the responsibility “of those who wish 
to use ancient methods of stating truth,” and com- 
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plains that, “unwillingness to adapt statements of 
truth (not truth itself, mind you) to thought forms 
of our own day have done more to bring division 
among Christians than any thing.” 

Answer 1: These statements are an attack on the 
King James Version of the Scriptures, translated in 
1611 A. D.; and second, an attack on the West- 
minster Confession of Faith the preparation of 
which began in 1643. When I was a boy on the 
farm I sometimes took a copy of the Confession 
with me to the field, put it in a fence crack, and 
would take glances at some part of it while my 
horse rested. I cannot recall the least particle of 
trouble in understanding its “thought forms,” 
though I had not been “off to school,’ a teenage 
country boy. I remember, however, that I was 
strongly impressed by the fact that the language of 
The Confession was so closely like the language of 
the King James Bible, often times couched in the 
same language. 

Answer 2: That editor’s complaint that this lack 
of the use of “thought forms of our own day” has 
done more to bring division among Christians than 
any other thing, is a great exaggeration—overstate- 
ment. I have been in the ministry longer than either 
editor of “The Outlook,” and I have never known 
as much as one sinner seeking salvation from sin 
who made any complaint about the “thought forms” 
of the King James Bible. The trouble the editor 
complains of “about thought forms of another age”’ 
just do not exist, so far as my knowledge goes. I 
never heard of such a complaint except by a 
modernist or of a liberal. And neither one of these 
is a believer in the Biblical sense. 

Answer 3: This editor’s complaint about “forms 
of faith of another age” as causing so much trouble 
is naught but trifling and tampering with the most 
serious thing that ever engaged the thought of 
man—the salvation from sin. Nothing is half so 
serious or half so important. His complaint does 
not touch the trouble — complaint of a lack of 
understanding the language of the Bible or the 
Confession. The trouble is unbelief. “ ... he that 
believeth not shall be condemned!”’ | challenge the 
editors of “‘The Outlook” and all professors of 
English in all the English-speaking universities of 
America and of Europe and any and every other 
country to produce an equal (not to mention a 
superior) of the divine simplicity of the way of 
salvation as God has providentially given it to the 
English-speaking modern world in the King James 
Bible. Consider such simple words as, “Hear,” 
“Look,” “Come,” “Believe,” express God’s way to 
be saved. “HEAR, and your soul shall live” (Isa. 
55) “LOOK unto Me and be ye saved” (Isa. 45:22). 
“COME unto Me... and I will give you rest” 
(Matt. 11:28). “BELIEVE and be saved (Lk. 8:12). 

Of course the reason this divine simplicity is so 
simple is that Christ has paid the price of salvation 
“for everyone that believeth,” He has Himself 
“borne our sins in His own body on the tree” (I 
Peter 2:24) and when He cried on the cross “It is 
finished” redemption was indeed finished for every 
one who puts his trust in Him as having in His work 
met all the demands of God’s broken law for the 
believer; His rising from among the dead is the 
most positive proof that God has accepted His Son’s 
offering up of Himself in the believer’s place and 
stead. 

Let the editor of “The Presbyterian Outlook” 
come forth with more simple, more lucid, more 
understandable “forms of faith of this age,” then, 
but not till then, will we pay attention to his 
complaint about “forms of faith of another age.” 

— Harold Houston Leach. 


Plenary Inspiration 
Again 


We are reprinting in this issue an editorial which 
first appeared in these pages exactly two years ago 
under the title, ‘‘Plenary Inspiration.” 


Humility is not the outstanding characteristic of 
some liberal scholars. Unless one’s conclusions 
agree with those of the destructive critics one is 
not scholarly. 


An illustration of this is a statement in Alleman 
and Flack’s “Old Testament Commentary,” in 
which after definitely committing their adherence 
to the documentary theory and elaborating on this 
they make this statement: “Today practically all 
reputable Old Testament scholars accept the Exilic 
origin of Deutero-Isaiah.” (Page 675). 


Many “reputable” scholars have and do deny this 
assumption of two Isaiahs. We have before us Dr. 
Robert Dick Wilson’s “A Scientific Investigation Of 
The Old Testament.” Certainly Dr. Wilson was one 
of the greatest of all scholars of the immediate 
past, or any generation. Many others agree with 
him. 

The ‘assured findings of modern scholarship” 
have been jolted again and again where those 
“findings” have conflicted with the accuracy and 
authority of the Bible. This will continue to hap- 
pen. We expect, for instance, considerable new 
light from the Isaiah manuscripts recently dis- 
covered in a cave near the north end of the Dead 
Sea. 


Why are we concerned about the attitude of 
Christian leaders towards the inspiration of the 
Scriptures? Because it is here the degree of spir- 
itual power can well be determined. 


It is a demonstrable fact that the spiritual power 
of individuals, churches and even nations has risen 
or fallen in proportion to that degree of faith held 
in the accuracy of God’s Word. Destructive criti- 
cism found root and blossomed in Germany with 
resulting spiritual and moral decay. The influence 
of the Christian Church as a spiritual force is ad- 
mittedly on the wane in many quarters today. This 
is commensurate to and concurrent with destruc- 
tive teaching and preaching with reference to the 
entire reliability of the Scriptures. 


With all of their vagaries and often unpleasant 
emotional demonstrations, is not the secret of the 
growth of some of the smaller denominations and 
sects based on their adherence to the authority of 
the Bible? 


But, does not Presbyterianism have something 
better to offer? Yes. The historical position of our 
Church and the scholarship of past generations has 
stood firmly on its faith in the plenary inspiration 
of the Word of God. The world needs today this 
same sane and sound testimony of evangelical Pres- 
byterianism. 


Dr. Robert Dick Wilson makes this significant 
statement: “I presume that the prima facie evi- 
dence of the documents of the Old Testament is to 
be received as true until it shall have been proven 
false. I hold, further, that the evidence of manu- 
scripts and versions and of the Egyptian, Baby- 
lonian and other documents outside the Bible con- 
firms the prima facie evidence of the Biblical docu- 
ments in general both as to text and meaning; and 
that this text and meaning cannot be corrected or 
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changed simply in order to be brought into har- 
mony with the opinions of men of our generation. 
To demand that we should verify every statement 
of any ancient document (or modern for that mat- 
ter) before we can reasonably believe it, is de- 
manding the impossible. The most that we can rea- 
sonably require is that the author of the document 
and the document itself shall stand the test of ve- 
racity whenever their statements can be examined 
in the light of other testimony of the same age and 
provenance and of equal veracity. Examined in 
this way, I contend that our text of the Old Testa- 
ment is presumptively correct, that its meaning is 
on the whole clear and trustworthy, and that we 
can as theists and Christians conscientiously and 
reasonably believe that the Old Testament as we 
have it is what it purports to be and what Christ 
and the apostles thought it to be—the Word of 
God and the infallible rule of faith and practice.” 


Speaking of the higher critic, Dr. Wilson also 
makes this incisive observation. “In all the book 
anything looking like a prediction is ruthlessly cut 
out and attributed to some unknown redacior of 
an age at, or after, the event.”’ In other words the 
Bible, according to this teaching, is full of “pious 
frauds.”’ 


After forty-five years of intensive study of the 
Old Testament in a score of ancient languages Dr. 
Wilson concludes: “In conclusion, let me reiterate 
my conviction that no one knows enough to show 
that the true text of the Old Testament in its true 
interpretation is not true. The evidence in our pos- 
session has convinced me that ‘at sundry times and 
in divers manners God spoke unto our fathers 
through the prophets,’ that the Old Testament in 
Hebrew ‘being immediately inspired by God’ has ‘by 
his singular care and providence been kept pure in 
all ages.’ ” 


The man who affirms the plenary inspiration of 
the Scriptures has no apology to make. This faith 
is sustained by the witness of the Word itself; by 
the testimony of scholarship and by the effect of 
this faith in the life and witness of God’s servants. 

—L.N.B. 


Plenary Inspiration 


Lying at the heart of most issues facing the 
Church is the paramount one of the inspiration of 
the Scriptures. Authority for Christian faith and 
practice must have a source and that source must 
be fixed. When one analyzes the problems of con- 
temporary church life one finds that again and 
again divergence in viewpoint stems from a di- 
vergence in belief as to the degree of Scriptural 
inspiration. 


From its inception this Journal has insisted that 
faith in the plenary inspiration of the Bible is 
justified by internal evidence, by scholarship and 
by personal experience. 


Furthermore, we have insisted that a departure 
from this viewpoint is responsible, in the main, for 
all the ills now confronting the Church. We will 
have no part in the various ‘theories’? which rob 
God’s Word of its complete reliability, and its 
rightful place as our infallible rule of faith and 
practice. We have little patience with those who 
accept only parts of the Word and pass on their 
unbelief in classroom, from the pulpit and in their 
writings. 


€ 
» 
i 


As evidence that this position has the backing of 
scholarship as well as otherwise, we quote from 
part of the Preface to the Commentary on John’s 
Gospel, by Bishop J. C. Ryle, of the Church of 
England. This was written in 1865, but it could 
well have been written in our own time. 


Bishop Ryle was a scholar second to none and a 
man who wrote after deep and prolonged study, as 
well as from a heart of the deepest piety. Here is 
what he wrote: 


On one point of vast importance in the pre- 
sent day, the reader will see that I hold very 
decided opinions. That point is inspiration. 
| feel no hesitation in avowing, that I be- 
lieve in the “plenary inspiration” of every 
word of the original text of Holy Scripture. 
I hold not only that the Bible contains the 
Word of God, but that every jot of it was 
written, or brought together, by Divine in- 
spiration, and is the Word of God. | entirely 
disagree with those who maintain that the 
writers of the Bible were partially inspired, 
or inspired to such a limited extent that dis- 
crepancies, inaccuracies, and contradictions to 
the facts of science and history, must be ex- 
pected and do exist in their writings. I utterly 
repudiate such a theory. I consider that it 
practically destroys the whole value of God’s 
Word, puts a sword in the hand of infidels and 
skeptics, and raises far more serious difficul- 
ties than it pretends to solve. 

I grant freely that the theory of “plenary 
verbal inspiration,’’ involves some difficulties. 
1 do not pretend to answer all the objections 
brought against it, or to defend all that has 
been written by its supporters.* I am content 
to remember that all inspiration is a miracu- 
lous operation of the Holy Ghost, and, like 
every operation of the Holy Ghost, must needs 
be mysterious. It is an operation of which not 
forty men in the world have been made the 
subjects, and the manner of which not one 
of the forty has described. It stands to rea- 
son that the whole question of inspiration, 
like everything else supernatural, must neces- 
sarily contain much that is mysterious, and 
much that we cannot explain. But the diffi- 
culties of the “plenary verbal’ theory appear 
to me mere trifles, compared with those which 
surround the counter theory of “partial in- 
spiration.”” Once admit the principle that the 
writers of the Bible could make mistakes, and 
were not in all things guided by the Spirit, 
and I know not where I am. I see nothing 
certain, nothing solid, nothing trustworthy in 
the foundations of my faith. A fog has de- 
scended on the Book of God, and enveloped 
every chapter in uncertainty! Who shall de- 
cide when the writers of Scripture made mis- 
takes, and when they did not? How am I to 





*When I speak of “plenary verbal inspiration,” I do 
not for a moment admit the absurd theory that all parts 
of the Bible are equally important. I should never dream 
of saying that the catalogues in Chronicles are of as 
much value to the Church as the Gospel of St. John. But 
I do maintain that all parts of the Bible are 
“given by inspiration of God,” and that all are to be 
regarded as ‘“‘God’s Word.” If we do not see the Divine 
character of any particular part, it is because we have 
at present no eyes to see it. The humblest moss is as 
much the handiwork of God’s creative power as the cedar 
of Lebanon. Yet it would be foolish to i 
equally important part of creation. The 
the Bible is just as truly “given by 


equally 
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least verse in 
inspiration” as the 
is equally val- 


greatest. But it does not follow that it 
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know where inspiration ends, and where it be- 
gins? What I think inspired, another may 
think uninspired! The texts that I rest upon, 
may possibly have been put in by a slip of 
the pen! The words and phrases that I love to 
feed upon, may possibly be weak earthly ex- 
pressions, in writing which the author was left 
to his own private uninspired mind! The glory 
is departed from my Bible at this rate. A cold 
feeling of suspicion and doubt creeps over me 
as I read it. I am almost tempted to lay it 
down in flat despair. A partially inspired Bible 
is little better than no Bible at all. Give me 
the “plenary verbal” theory, with all its diffi- 
culties, rather than this. I accept the difficul- 
ties of that theory, and humbly wait for their 
solution. But while I wait, I feel that I am 
standing on a rock. 


“pik: ” 
Bibliolatry 
We presume there may have been people who 
worshipped the Bible. We have never met one, nor 
have we ever heard of one. But, the phrase, ‘“‘Biblio- 
latry,”’ is contemptuously used by some liberals to 


describe those who believe in the complete reli- 
ability of the Scriptures. 


The evangelical has reverence for the Word of 
God and is not ashamed of that attitude. Reverence 
is very different from worship. As the Word of God, 
the Book deserves to be reverenced. 


And right here is the crux of many of our 
troubles. The evangelical subjects himself to the 
criticism of the Bible. The higher critic presumes 
to subject the Bible to his own criticism and in this 
process rejects those parts which do not appeal to 
his reason, his conception of what things should be, 
or what he thinks are the findings of science. 


The work of the “lower critics’ has been of in- 
estimable value in understanding the Bible. The 
work of the “higher critics’”’ has been a plague to 
the Church and the downfall of many unwary 
students. 


Scholarship alone can never be substituted for an 
humble spiritual approach to a study of the Scrip- 
tures. The natural man, regardless of his erudition, 
completely misses the message contained in its 
pages. The Holy Spirit alone brings the light 
through which the eternal truths are appreciated 
and understood. 

“Thy word is true from the beginning: and every 
one of thy righteous judgements endureth for ever. 
Princes have persecuted me without cause: but my 
heart standeth in awe of thy word.”’ 


Amen! AMEN! -L.N.B. 





The Trojan Horse 


A few days ago General Patrick J. Hurley, for- 
mer Ambassador to China, said: “Nearly all offi- 
cials relieved by me in China because they were 
pro-Communist are now in the State Department— 
presumably writing alibi White Papers.”’ 


This is neither an attempt to argue the accuracy 
f this statement nor to arouse undue feeling 
against a situation. But, we are absolutely con- 
vineed that while America sleeps Communism is 
gaining ever greater footholds in this country. 


Under the protection of “academic freedom” 
Communism is being taught in the classrooms of 
tax-supported colleges and universities. Under the 
protection of the freedoms of our country, sub- 
versive activities are carried on before our very 
faces. Through the obtuseness of some in authority, 
Communists are infiltrating our governmental agen- 
cies. 


How can Communism thrive in a country like 
ours? Because many know not God and care noth- 
ing for those things which made America possible. 
Many so-called intellectuals are the leaders or 
dupes in the Communist fold here in America. 


The Christian citizen has a stern responsibility 
as a citizen. The situation requires stern measures, 
measures which will require courage and determin- 
nation to carry out. 


But, the real hope of the situation is a Spirit- 
sent revival. The Church has the message which 
alone can solve these problems of ideology. But, 
the Church has too often diluted and compromised 
its message until it has no appeal—no power. Let 
the Church arouse and return to her first love— 
the uncompromising message of sin and damnation 
or redemption through the Living Christ. This is 
the Gospel and it is still the power of God unto 
salvation. L.N.B. 





Christ: True God And True Man 
Or: Is Presbyterianism To 
Surrender The Faith Formulated 
At Chalcedon? 


The Covenanters of Jesus Christ ask that the 
Plan of Union require men to accept the Church 
doctrine of Jesus Christ in order to be ordained. 
This doctrine that He who was and is God, the 
eternal Son, became also complete man, being con- 
ceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 
Mary. 





The Bible Basis 


The Gospel of John tells us that God the Word 
became flesh. Isaiah says that the child born unto 
us is the mighty God. Paul tells us in Philippians 
that Christ being in the form of God took also the 
form of a servant and in this human fashion was 
humiliated for us and our salvation. When He stood 
as a prisoner at the bar of the High Priest, Jesus 
said that He was the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed God, Who would henceforth reign as Lord 
at the right hand of Power and come in the clouds 
of heaven. After His Resurrection He told the 
disciples that all authority had been given unto Him, 
and that in the very heart of the Name of God, 
His Name, the Son, was to be applied in baptizing 
disciples. In the second century Melito of Sardis 
reports that Christ concealed the signs of his god- 
head before His baptism “although He was true 
God from eternity.” But that after His baptism He 
“showed His Godhead concealed in the flesh.” 
“Being perfect God and perfect man, He assured 
us of His two essences” (i.e.) of His two kinds of 
being—self-existent being and created being). 


The Church Doctrine 


This faith the early Christian Church formulated 
in the first ecumenical councils, especially at the 
Council of Chaleedon in 451. This formulation is 
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maintained in our Confession of Faith, chapter 8, 
section 2, and in our Shorter Catechism, answers 
21 and 22. The doctrine is that Jesus Christ was a 
true man, possessing all the essential properties of 
humanity; that He was without sin; that He was 
no less true God, the eternal Son of the Father; 
that this God and this man is one single person; 
that this personality is the eternal Person of the 
divine Son, who in time took a human soul and 
body into personal union with Himself; that al- 
though one person, the divine and human natures 
in Christ are not mixed or confounded in one, but 
remain two pure and distinct natures, divine and 
human, constituting one person forever. 


The Heart’s Need 


Now we need just this Christ. Only as He is God 
can Christ really have done for us what He did at 
Calvary and at the Resurrection. Only as He is 
God can He reign at God’s right hand today and 
be an ever-present, living, almighty, Lord—leading 
onward the hosts of God in the battle against sin, 
Satan, the flesh, and the world. As the divine Christ 
He is both the historical Jesus and the super- 
historical Lord. Those who deny that He is God 
treat Christ as a mere figure of past history who 
is at our disposal—those who affirm His Deity 
recognize that we are at His disposal. 


Yet God the Word had to become also man in 
order to be our Saviour. Man sinned and fell and 
only a new man from beyond our sinful humanity 
who was willing to become flesh of our flesh and 
bone of our bone—to stand for us, to obey for us, 
to die for our sins, to rise for our justification- 
could save us. He is our flesh and blood brothe 
who was tempted like as we are yet without sin. 
We are saved on the ground of what Christ did for 
us while He was here, obeying as our representative, 
suffering the penalty our sins deserved. And Christ 
is still man as well as God. In His Ascension we 
have our flesh in heaven as an assurance that when 
He comes again He will raise us up also that we 
may share the New Jerusalem with Him. “The 
historical Jesus”’ is the same Person as “the spiritual 
Christ,’”’ for Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today and forever. 


In his commentary on the Pastoral Epistles, 
Calvin says: ‘‘Let us distinguish His two natures, 
so as to know that this is the Son of God who is 
our brother the devil is constrained to do his 
utmost to overthrow this article of faith because he 
sees it is the foundation of our salvation.” 


The Current Situation 


This faith of the Church was formulated through 
three centuries of careful work during which every 
other statement was sifted and its weaknesses re- 
vealed. This has all the marks of survival value. It 
does justice to all the facts of the Biblical revela- 
tion. Near the beginning of this century the con- 
tinental theologians had rejected the doctrine of 
the two natures of Christ in order to put more 
emphasis on His humanity—that is, to get rid of the 
full Deity of Christ. But the Continent of Europe 
has had some rather rough buffeting in the twent- 
ieth century, and today the stone which the builders 
rejected is being made the head of the corner. 
Under the influence of a reviving Continental faith 
the World Council held to its affirmation that 
Christ is “God and Saviour.”’ Karl Barth accepts 
the orthodox Chalcedonian Christology and makes 
it the touchstone by which to test every article in 
the Christian faith. For example, when he comes to 


the question of election, he begins with Christ, thus: 
Since Christ is true God and true man, therefore 
He is the electing God and the elected man. That 
is, the God who elects is the God at whose right 
hand sits the Son of David; and the beginning of 
all God’s ways and works with men is the man 
Christ Jesus. The Father elected His only begotten 
Son to be our Messiah, Saviour, Shepherd, and 
King. He chose the Church in Christ and us in the 
Church. P. Maury of Paris, J. Hromadka of Prague, 
E. Stauffer of Bonn, K. L. Hromadka and O. Cull- 
man of Basel equally proclaim Christ as true God 
and true man. 


On the other hand, while the older American 
“liberals” are rushing to take the name of neo 
orthodoxy they are not affirming the Church’s 
doctrine of Jesus Christ. Reinhold Niebuhr the 
leader of the so-called neo-orthodox camp _ in 
America rejects the doctrine that Christ is both 
God and man as verging on “logical nonsense,” 
The Nature and Destiny of Man, 11:60-61. 


In a recent article in Interpretation, Professo) 
John Wick Bowman of the Northern Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary of San Francisco professes to 
see little difference between Continental Barthians 
and American Neo-orthodox. But that may be be 
cause Bowman may not want to face the difference 
between the Chalcedonian Christology which Barth 
maintains and the liberalizing Christologies which 
characterizes Niebuhr and Bowman. Some years 
ago Dr. Wilbur Smith in Therefore Stand, pp. 45- 
4/7, took exception to the views on the Virgin Birth 
and on the Deity of Christ in Bowman’s The In- 
tention of Jesus. Now Professor Norman H. Snait} 
of Wesley College England, reviewing Dr. Bow 
man’s The Religion of Maturity in Theology Today, 
July, 1949, Page 281, says: 


‘My criticism of the book concerns its Christ- 
ology. Jesus is indeed the full revelation of 
God, but it seems to me that, in his insistence 
that Jesus is in the full prophetic tradition, 
Dr. Bowman has ended by making him the 
perfect and perfectly inspired prophet. I would 
hold that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, and | 
am not at all clear that Dr .Bowman would 
agree to this. Further, the author, as I judge, 
falls short of the full doctrine of the person- 
ality of the Holy Spirit. He speaks of the Spirit 
as ‘God’s act.’ This is not enough for me. He 
is God.” 


The Issue Facing Us 


Is the Southern Presbyterian Church to ente! 
into union with the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church 
without safeguarding the Presbyterian Testimony t 
the Deity of Christ when the leading U.S.A. theo 
logical journal presents this review as a fair ap 
praisal of the leading book by one of their leading 
New Testament scholars? The review can scarcel) 
be biased since Dr. Bowman appears as a con 
tributing editor on the board of Theology Today. 
He is also one of the editors of the Westminste1 
Edition of the Bible. A few years ago, anothe 
prominent U.S.A. theologian in Liberal Theology 
an Appraisal presented a Jesus who was central and 
significant, but who was not a divine eterna 
Person made also man. For this noted U.S.A 
“liberal” Jesus was not the virgin-born Immanuel, 
but just a man, a human, temporal person i 
whom God was personally present. Accordingly 
such careful reviewers as Dr. S. M. Zwemer and Di 
J. D. Rankin pointed out the variance between th 
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views of this New York theologian and those of the 
Westminster Confession to which he had subscribed. 


In a June issue of the Christian Century a 
senior minister of the Southern Church advocated 
union with the U.S.A. Church on the basis of the 
repudiation of the conservative wing of the Southern 
Church and our defense of the Chalcedonian Faith 
and of the Westminster Confession. I hope that the 
real meaning of this challenge will sink in. It does 
not matter too much what Dr. D. P. McGeachey 
says or thinks about us conservatives. It does 
matter tremendously what kind of a Christ the 
Presbyterian forces in America confess. There was 
a time in the early history of the Church when 
some men rejected the two natures of Christ—the 
Chalcedonian Faith—because they rejected the full 
humanity of Christ. Today this is not the case. In 
America we are still in the backwash of a “‘liberal- 
ism”? which rejects the two natures of Christ be- 
cause it rejects His divine nature and His divine 
eternal Person. Dr. McGeachey’s article means that 
the Southern Presbyterian “liberals” want a union 
that does not expect such prominent U.S.A. theo- 
logians as Dr. Bowman and Dr. Van Dusen to 
accept the faith of Chalcedon and of the West- 
minster Confession that Christ is both very God 
and very man, one Person in two natures. It looks 
forward to a union in which the ex-liberals under 
the mask of neo-orthodoxy will teach our theological 
students that the historic faith of the Church is 
“logical nonsense” and these students will expect to 
be ordained whether or not they believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as true and eternal God who 
became also complete man for us men and for our 
salvation. We can take Dr. McGeachey’s description 
of ourselves, and despite his slams thank him for 
his article if it opens the eyes of our Church to the 
issue. 


Covenanters of the Lord Jesus Christ, stand for 
HIM in His full divine glory and in His precious 
human reality. Therefore stand! The issue is with 
God. —Wnm. C. R. 


What God Requires 
He Supplies 


We recently read a statement of faith prepared 
for a Catholic constituency. The first part was a 
clear affirmation of some of the great truths about 
God and, following this, a clear and unequivocal 
affirmation of the deity of His Son, our Saviour; 
God dwelling in flesh amongst us. 





But, near the end of the card on which this state- 
ment was printed were these words: ‘‘Help me to do 
everything necessary to merit salvation.” 


Man has been trying for a long time, and is still 
trying to do something to “merit” salvation. It has 
never been done and can never be done. 


The glorious truth of the Gospel is this: What 
God requires He will give. The impossible (for man 
alone) becomes possible simply by receiving a gift. 


Let us never forget this fact, good works and an 
exemplary life can never produce a living faith. A 
living faith will produce a holy life—it is attained 
in no other way. 


All of this is to emphasize this eternal fact— 
what man can never do for himself God has done 
for him through His Son, Jesus Christ. He has re- 


deemed us from our sins. We do not merit salvation. 
It is by grace. All we can do is receive it by faith. 


This is simple. It runs counter to the natural 
opinion and desire of man. But, it is the only way. 
—L.N.B. 





World Council 


Communion Service 


In the beautiful New Kirk, beside the Royal 
Palace in Amsterdam, the official Communion 
Service for the World Council was held on August 
29th, 1948. The service lasted two hours and a half 
while perhaps 1500 people were served in twelve 
tables of 100 to 130 each. We are reproducing this 
service that it may be used for World Communion 
Service the first Sunday in October this year. 


The service is authorized by the Netherlands Re- 
formed Church and is apparently to be used in each 
congregation of that denomination at every com- 
munion. This is one of the finest statements of the 
Protestant doctrine of the atonement and of justifi- 
cation by the imputation of the righteousness of 
Christ we have seen. It reminds us of the first 
Protestant tract ever written in English. At the 
request of Wm. Tyndale, Bugenhagen of Witten- 
berg wrote to the English speaking people in behalf 
of the Reformation. “I shall not stop to answer the 
charges and calumnies that are hurled at us,” he 
wrote. “I Want you to know that we have just one 
doctrine . . . Christ is our righteousness.” 


— Wm. C. R. 





Amsterdam Assembly 


SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
NETHERLANDS REFORMED CHURCH 


Organ Voluntary 
Invocation 


Our help is in the Name of God, Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost. 


Salutation 


Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our 
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Hymn 
We gather dear Father, in prayer before Thee . 
Bible Reading: 


Listen with devotion to the Word of God as it is 
contained in I Corinthians XII, Verses 2-14, and 
27. 

Prayer: 

O Lord of heaven and earth, who hast promised 
to reveal Thy glory by Jesus Christ among all 
nations; remember, we beseech Thee, Thy holy 
Church throughout all the world. Unite all who 
profess and call themselves Christians in the bond 
of a living faith as the body of Christ, and so 
replenish them and us with the grace of Thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may bring forth abundantly the 
fruits of peace and good works, and may turn many 
to righteousness through the preaching of the 
Gospel. And grant that, having persevered in the 
way of godliness to the end, we may, with prophets, 
apostles, martyrs, confessors and saints of all ages, 
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come into full communion with Thee, and with one 
another, in Thine eternal and glorious kingdom; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Hymn: O God our help in ages past... . 


Sermon: 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, attend to the 
words of the institution of the Holy Supper of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, as they are delivered by the holy 
Apostle Paul. 


“For I have received of the Lord that which also 
I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus, the 
same night in which He was betrayed, took bread; 
and when He had given thanks, He brake it, and 
said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken 
for you: this do in remembrance of Me. After the 
same manner also He took the cup, when He had 
supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in 
My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
remembrance of Me. For as often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s 
death till He comes. Wherefore, whosoever shall 
eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord un- 
worthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of 
the Lord. But let a man examine himself, for he 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the 
Lord’s body.” 


That we may now celebrate the Supper of the 
Lord to our comfort, it is above all things necess- 
ary: 

I. Rightly to examine ourselves. 


II. To direct the Supper to that end for which 
Christ hath ordained and instituted the same, 
namely, to His remembrance. 


The true examination of ourselves consists of 


these three parts: 


himself his 


First. That everyone consider by 
them, to the 


sins and the curse due to him for 


end that he may abhor and humble himself before 
God: considering that the wrath of God against sin 
is so great, that, rather than it should go un- 
punished, He hath punished the same in His beloved 








Son Jesus Christ, with the bitter and shameful 


death of the cross. 


Secondly. That every one examine his own heart, 
whether he doth believe this faithful promise of 
God, that all his sins are forgiven him only for 
the sake of the passion and death of Jesus Christ; 
and that the perfect righteousness of Christ is 
imputed and freely given him as his own, yea, so 
perfectly as if he had satisfied in his own person 
for all his sins, and fulfilled all righteousness. 

Thirdly. That every one examine his own con- 
science, whether he purposeth henceforth to show 
true thankfulness te God in his whole life, and 
to walk uprightly before Him; as also whether he 
hath laid aside unfeignedly all enmity, hatred, and 
envy, and doth firmly resolve henceforth to walk 
in true love and peace with his neighbour. 


All those, then, who are thus disposed God will 
certainly receive in mercy, and count them worthy 
partakers of the table of His Son Jesus Christ. On 
the other hand, those who do not feel this testimony 
in their hearts eat and drink judgment to them- 
selves. 

Therefore we also, according to the command of 
Christ and the Apostle Paul, admonish all those 
who are defiled with the following sins to keep 
themselves from the table of the Lord, and declare 
to them that they have no part of the kingdom of 
Christ: such as all idolaters; all those who invoke 
deceased saints, angels, or other creatures; all those 
who worship images; all enchanters, diviners, 
charmers, and those who confide in such enchant- 
ments: all despisers of God and His Word, and of 
the holy Sacraments; all blasphemers; all those who 
are given to raise discord, sects, and mutiny, in 
church or state; all perjured persons; all those who 
are disobedient to their parents and superiors; all 
murderers, contentious persons, and those who live 
in hatred and envy against their neighbours; all 
adulterers, whoremongers, drunkards, thieves, us- 
urers, robbers, gamesters, covetous; and all who 
lead offensive lives. 


All these, while they continue in such sins, shall 
abstain from this meat, which Christ hath ordained 
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of the faithful, as if none might come to the Supper 
of the Lord but those who are without sin. For we 
do not come to this Supper to testify thereby that 
we are perfect and righteous in ourselves; but, on 
the contrary, considering that we seek our life out 
of ourselves, in Jesus Christ, we acknowledge that 
we lie in the midst of death. Therefore, not with- 
standing we feel many infirmities and miseries in 
ourselves; as namely, that we have not perfect 
faith, and that we do not give ourselves to serve 
God with such zeal as we are bound, but have daily 
to strive with the weakness of our faith and the 
evil lusts of our flesh; yet, since we are, by the 
grace of the Holy Ghost, sorry for these weaknesses, 
and earnestly desirous to fight against our unbelief, 
and to live according to all the commandments of 
God, therefore we rest assured that no sin or in- 
firmity, which still remaineth against our will in us, 
can hinder us from being received of God in mercy, 
and from being made worthy partakers of this 
heavenly meat and drink. 


Let us now also consider to what end the Lord 
hath instituted His Supper, namely, that we do it in 
rememberance of Him. Now, after this manner are 
we to remember Him by it. 


1. That we be confidently persuaded in our 
hearts, that our Lord Jesus Christ, according to the 
promises made to our forefathers in the Old Testa- 
ment, was sent of the Father into the world: that 
He assumed our flesh and blood: that He bore for 
us the wrath of God, under which we should have 
perished everlastingly, from the beginning of His 
incarnation to the end of His life upon earth: that 
He fulfilled for us all obedience to the divine law, 
and righteousness, especially when the weight of 
our sins and the wrath of God pressed out of Him 
the bloody sweat in the garden, where He was 
bound that we might be freed from our sins: that 
He afterward suffered innumerable reproaches, that 
we might never be confounded; that He, although 
innocent, was condemned to death, that we might be 
acquitted at the judgment seat of God: yea, that 
He suffered His blessed body to be nailed on the 
cross, that He might affix thereon the handwriting 
of our sins: that He also took upon Himself the 
curse due to us, that He might fill us with His 
blessings: that He humbled Himself unto the 
deepest reproach and pains of hell, both in body 
and soul, on the tree of the cross, when He cried out 
with a loud voice, ““My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me?” that we might be accepted of 
God, and never be forsaken of Him: and finally 
that He confirmed, with His death and shedding of 
His blood, the new and eternal testament, that co- 
venant of grace and reconciliation, when He said, 
“It is finished.” 


2. And, that we might firmly believe that we 
belong to this covenant of grace, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in His last Supper, “took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He brake it, and gave it to 
His disciples, and said, Take, eat, this is My body 
which is broken for you, this do in remembrance of 
Me: in like manner also, after supper, He took the 
cup, gave thanks and said, Drink ye all of it; this 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is 
shed for you and for many for the remission of 
sins; this do ye, as often as ye drink it, in remem- 
brance of Me.”’ That is: as often as you eat of this 
bread and drink of this cup, you shall thereby, as 
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by a sure remembrance and pledge, be admonished 
and assured of this My hearty love and faithfulness 
toward you: that whereas you should otherwise have 
suffered eternal death, I have given My body to the 
death of the cross, and shed My blood for you, and 
as certainly feed and nourish your hungry and 
thirsty soul with My crucified body and shed blood 
to everlasting life, as this bread is broken before 
your eyes, and this cup is given to you, and you 
eat and drink the same with your mouth, in remem- 
brance of Me. 


From this institution of the Holy Supper of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, we see that He directs our faith 
and trust to His perfect sacrifice, once offered on 
the cross, as to the only ground and foundation of 
our salvation; wherein He is become to our hungry 
and thirsty souls the true meat and drink of life 
eternal. For by His death He hath taken away the 
cause of our eternal death and misery, namely, sin; 
and obtained for us the quickening Spirit, that we 
by the same, which dwelleth in Christ as the Head 
and in us as His members, might have true com- 
munion with Him, and be made partakers of all 
His blessings, of eternal, righteousness, and glory. 

3esides, that we, by the same Spirit, may also be 
united as members oi one body, in true brotherly 
love; as the holy Apostle saith, “For we, being 
many, are one bread and one body; for we are all 
partakers of that one bread.’”’ For as out of many 
grains one meal is ground and one bread baked, and 
out of many berries being pressed together one 
wine floweth and mixeth itself together; so shall we 
all, who by a true faith are ingrafted into Christ, 
through brotherly love be all together one body, for 
the sake of Christ, our beloved Saviour, who hath 
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so exceedingly loved us; and shall show this, not 
only in word, but also in very deed toward one 
another. 


Hereto assist us, the Almighty God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through His Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 


That we may obtain all this, let us humble our- 
selves before God, and with true faith implore His 
grace. 

Prayer: 

O most merciful God and Father, we beseech 
Thee that Thou wilt be pleased, in this Supper, in 
which we celebrate the glorious remembrance of 
the bitter death of Thy beloved Son Jesus Christ, 
to work in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, that 
we may daily, more and more, with true confidence, 
give ourselves up unto Thy Son Jesus Christ, so 
that our afflicted and contrite hearts, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost, may be fed and com- 
forted with His true body and blood; yea, with 
Him, true God and Man, that only heavenly bread: 
and that we may no longer:live in our sins, but He 
in us, and we in Him; and thus truly be made 
partakers of the new and everlasting testament and 
covenant of grace: that we may not doubt that 
Thou wilt for ever be our gracious Father, never 
more imputing our sins unto us, and providing us, 
as Thy beloved children and heirs, with all things 
necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Grant 
us also Thy grace, that we may take upon us our 
cross cheerfully, deny ourselves, confess our 
Saviour, and in all tribulations with uplifted heads 
expect our Lord Jesus Christ from heaven, where 
He will make our mortal bodies like unto His most 
glorious body and take us unto Himself in eternity. 


Strengthen us also by this Holy Supper in the 
Catholic undoubted Christian faith, whereof we 
make confession with our mouths and hearts, say- 
ing: 


The Apostles’ Creed will be said by everyone in 
his own tongue. 


* * * *k - * ~ + . 

That we may be now fed with the true heavenly 
bread, Christ Jesus, let us not cleave with our 
hearts unto the external bread and wine, but lift 
them up on high in heaven, where Christ Jesus is 
our Advocate, at the right hand of His heavenly 
Father, whither all the Articles of our Faith lead 
us; not doubting that, through the working of the 
Holy Ghost, we shall as certainly be fed and re- 
freshed in our ails with His body and blood, as we 
receive the holy bread and wine in remembrance 
of Him. Amen. 

Hymn: 


As the hind distressed and panting 

Ministers of other Christian Communions who 
will be assisting in the administration include repre- 
sentatives of the Methodist, Baptist, Congrega- 
tionalist, Indonesian, Swiss and French Reformed 


Churches. 


During the singing of this hymn, the Minister 
descends from the pulpit, and, after he has prepared 
the Table, says: 


“Brothers and sisters come, all things are ready.’ 


After this, the ushers show the participants to 
the Table in groups. 


While the Bread is being broken and distributed, 
the Minister shall say: 


KING COLLEGE 


A fully accredited four-year college. Co- 
educational. Presbyterian. Founded 1867. 
Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. Education. 
Four types of Scholarships: (1) Competitive, 
(2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remuner- 
ative Work. For information and catalog, 
write: R. T. L. Liston, President, Box ’’J,’’ Bris- 
ol, Tennessee. 
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BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A Liberal Arts College for Women where the 
fundamentals in education are stressed, and 
where emphasis is placed on Spirituality, 
Scholarship, and Physical Training, in the 
order of their importance. Reasonable rates. 


For information write to: 


G. T. Gillespie ... President 





ial 


“The Bread which we break is the communion 
of the Body of Christ.” 


The Minister will pass the plate to the person 
sitting next to him, and other plates should be 
similarly passed by the participants. 


And when he gives the cup, the Minister shall 
say: 


“The cup of Blessing which we bless is the com- 
munion of the Blood of Christ.” 


The Minister will pass the cup to the person 
sitting next to him, and other cups should be 
similarly passed by the participants. 


After the cups have been passed, the minister 
shall read some verses from the Gospel of St. John. 


Chapter XVII. 


Immediately after this reading, participants 
should rise and return to their places during the 
playing of the organ, and while the next group 
proceeds to the Table. 


On the communion table will be a box for the 
offerings. 


After the Communion the Minister shall say: 


Beloved in the Lord, since the Lord hath now 
fed our souls at His table, let us therefore jointly 
praise His holy Name with thanksgiving, and every 
one say in his heart thus: 


Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
And all that is within me, bless 
His holy Name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
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And forget not all His benefits: 

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; 

Who healeth all thy diseases; 

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; 

Who crowneth thee with loving-kindness 

and tender mercies. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 

Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 

He hath not dealt with us after our sins; 

Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heaven is high above the earth, 

So great is His merey toward them that fear Him. 
As far as the east is from the west, 

So far hath He removed our transgressions from us. 
Like as a father pitieth his children, 

So the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. 

Who hath not spared His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, and given us all things with 
Him. Therefore God commendeth therewith His 
love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us; much more then, being now 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him. For, if, when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of His Son; 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
His life. Therefore shall my mouth and heart show 
forth the praise of the Lord from this time forth 
for evermore. Amen. 


Let every one say with an attentive heart: 


Almighty, merciful God and Father, we render 
Thee most humble and hearty thanks, that Thou 
hast, of Thine infinite mercy, given us Thine only 
begotten Son, for a mediator and a sacrifice for 


our sins, and to be our meat and drink unto life 
eternal; and that Thou givest us lively faith, where- 
by we are made partakers of these Thy benefits. 
Thou hast also been pleased, that Thy beloved Son 
Jesus Christ should institute and ordain His Holy 
Supper for the confirmation of the same. Grant, 
we beseech Thee, O faithful God and Father, that 
through the operation of Thy Holy Spirit, the com- 
memoration of the death of our Lord Jesus Christ 
may tend to the daily increase of our faith, and of 
our saving fellowship with Him; through Jesus 
Christ Thy Son, in whose name we conclude our 
prayers, saying: 


Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy 
Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever. Amen. 


The Congregation will stand: 


Hymn: 
O Christ, Thy love to all the world... 


Benediction: 


The peace of God, which passeth all understand- 
ing, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of His Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord: and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you, 
and remain with you always. Amen. 





What The Northern 
Presbyterian Church Did To 
Dr. J. Gresham Machen 


("Exploring Avenues Of Acquaintance And Co-operation”) 
By Chalmers W. Alexander 


Jackson ... 


Mississippi 


This is the sixth in the series .of articles by Chalmers W. Alexander under the heading, “Exploring Ave- 
nues of Acquaintance And Co-operation.” This is an informative new series of articles written 


by one of the most able laymen 


II: MODERNISM IN THE FOREIGN 
MISSIONS WORK 


In order to understand why Dr. Machen was 
booted out of the ministry of the Northern Presby- 
terian Church in 1936, it is necessary to turn our 
attention to some events which took place only a 
few years before that. 


“Re-Thinking Missions” 


In November of 1932, a book entitled Re-Think- 
ing Missions was issued as the report of the “Com- 
mission of Appraisal’ of the “‘Laymen’s Inquiry 
after One Hundred Years.’’ This report, which was 
about foreign missions work, was the product of an 
inter-denominational committee. The Northern 
Presbyterian Church’s one representative on the 
Commission of Appraisal was Dr. William P. Mer- 
rill, of New York City, a signer of the heretical 
Auburn Affirmation. 


the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


As Dr. Machen pointed out in a 110-page book 
which will be mentioned presently: “The work of 
the Commission was financed, to the extent of some 
half-million dollars, largely by a Modernist layman, 
Mr. John D. Rockfeller, Jr., who in 1918 wrote for 
the Saturday Evening Post an article which was 
afterwards circulated in pamphlet form advocating 
admission to the Church without any profession of 
belief whatever.” 

The Theme Of ’Re-Thinking 
Missions” 


Dr. Machen gave this clear analysis of Re-Think- 
ing Missions’ theme and teachings: “The resulting 
book constitutes from beginning to end an attack 
upon the historic Christian Faith. It presents as 
the aim of missions that of seeking truth together 
with adherents of other religions rather than that 
of presenting the truth which God has supernatural- 
ly recorded in the Bible. ‘The relation between 
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religions,’ it says, ‘must take increasingly hereafter 
the form of a common search for truth.’ It de- 
precates the distinction between Christians and 
non-Christians; it belittles the Bible and inveighs 
against Christian doctrine; it dismisses the doc- 
trine of eternal punishment as a doctrine antiquated 
even in Christendom; it presents Jesus as a great 
Teacher and Example, as Christianity’s ‘highest ex- 
pression of the religious life,’ but certainly not as 
very God of very God; it belittles evangelism, 
definite conversions, open profession of faith in 
Christ, membership in the Christian Church, and 
substitutes ‘the dissemination of spiritual influences’ 
and ‘the permeation of the community with Chris- 
tian ideals and principles’ for the new birth.” 


Re-Thinking Missions revealed clearly that its 
authors had no conception at all of the finality and 
the exclusiveness of the Christian Faith as it was 
revealed by the Lord Jesus Christ when He said: 
“T am the way, the truth, and the life; no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 


Now two members of the official Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church were members of the original Laymen’s 
Foreign Missions Inquiry, which appointed the Com- 
mission of Appraisal which, in turn, produced Re- 
Thinking Missions. When this book, which was the 
official report of the Commission was issued by the 
Laymen’s Foreign Missions Inquiry, and when it 
presented a clear-cut view of what missions are 
and what the Christian religion is, the members of 
the Northern Presbyterian Church had a right to 
know whether its Board of Foreign Missions re- 
jected or accepted that view. The Board issued a 
statement, which was vague in nature, about ‘“‘the 
evangelical basis of missions,’’ on November 21, 
1932, after Re-Thinking Missions appeared. The 
Board, however, did not let the people know that 
it considered the book as being hostile to the very 
roots of the Christian religion, and nothing was done 
to remove from the Board the two members of it 
who were members of the original Laymen’s 
Foreign Missions Inquiry. 


Our own Southern Presbyterian denomination, 
on the other hand, expressed itself in no uncertain 
terms regarding Re-Thinking Missions. Our General 
Assembly of 1935 declared it to be “a monumental 
folly” miscalled Rethinking Missions and stated 
that “its true title should rather be rejecting mis- 
sions and crucifying our Lord afresh.” 


Re-Thinking Missions did serve one good purpose. 
It immediately aroused countless thousands of 
Bible-believing Christians who felt that something 
should be done at once to stem the fast-rising tide 
of unbelief in the Christian Church. And the leader 
among those who shared this feeling was Dr. 
Machen. 


Dr. Machen Proposes An 
Overture 


Accordingly, in 1933, the year following the 
publication of Re-Thinking Missions, Dr. Machen 
proposed to the presbytery of which he was a 
member, the Presbytery of New Brunswick, an 
Overture which was to be presented to the General 
Assembly of the Northern Presbyterian Church at 
its next meeting. 


This Overture asked the General Assembly to see 
to it that members of the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Northern Presbyterian Church be believers 
in the absolute exclusiveness of Christianity and 
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that they be persons ‘“‘who are determined to insist 
upon such verities' as the full truthfulness of 
Scripture, the virgin birth of our Lord, His sub- 
stitutionary death as a sacrifice to satisfy Divine 
justice, His bodily resurrection and His miracles, 
as being essential to the Word of God and our 
Standards and as being necessary to the message 
which every missionary under our Church shall 
proclaim.” 


The points of doctrine set forth in this Overture 
were the well-known “Five Points” of doctrine 
which had been declared as essential by the General 
Assembly of 1928, and which had been declared 
not to be essential at all by the heretical Auburn 
Affirmation in 1924. 


Dr. Machen’s 110-Page Book 


In connection with this proposed Overture, Dr. 
Machen very carefully prepared an Argument to 
accompany it; and this Argument named names 
and cited specific instances of Modernism in the 
foreign missions work. Both the Overture and this 
Argument were published in the form of a book 
110-pages in length entitled Modernism and The 
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Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. This book, which was issued 
in the early part of 1933, was widely distributed, 
free of charge, throughout the Northern Presby- 
terian Church. 


In its opening pages, Dr. Machen began his 
Argument by discussing Re-Thinking Missions. And 
then he called attention to Mrs. Pearl S. Buck. 


The Famous Case Of Mrs. 
Pearl S. Buck 


Dr. Machen showed that in the official list of 
foreign missionaries of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church there appeared the name of Mrs. J. Lossing 
Buck. This Mrs. J. Lossing Buck is Mrs. Pearl 
Sydenstricker Buck, who is the author of The Good 
Earth and other novels which have made her one 
of the best known novelists of the present day. She 
has been awarded the Pulitzer Prize and the Nobel 
Prize in literature. 


Born in Hillsboro, West Virginia (and not, as is 
often reported, in the Orient), Mrs. Buck is the 
daughter of the late Dr. and Mrs. Sydenstricker, 
who were for many years two of the outstanding 
foreign missionaries of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. A graduate of Randolph-Macon College, 
she had spent her childhood in China, and in 1917 
she had married a missionary, Dr. J. Lossing Buck. 
Later, in 1935, she was to marry Richard J. Walsh, 
after she and Dr. Buck were divorced. 


Now in 1932 Mrs. Pearl S. Buck was one of the 
foreign missionaries of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church, and she had been one of its missionaries for 
years. Mrs. Buck very clearly stated her views re- 
garding missions in an article entitled “The Lay- 
men’s Mission Report” in The Christian Century 
for November 23, 1932, and in an article entitled 
“Is There a Case for Foreign Missions?” in Harper’s 
Magazine for January, 1933. 


Mrs. Buck’s Views On 
Missions 


In his Argument, Dr. Machen gave an analysis of 
Mrs. Buck’s views. Regarding the contents of the 
two articles mentioned, he wrote: 


“In the former article, Mrs. Buck expresses the 
most enthusiastic agreement with the book Re- 
Thinking Missions, and singles out for special com- 
mendation those features of that book which are 
most obviously and diametrically opposed to the 
Bible. She says, for example: 


‘I have not read merely a report. I have read 
a unique book, a great book. The book presents 
a masterly statement of religion in its place in 
life, and of Christianity in its place in religion. 
The first three chapters are the finest exposi- 
tion of religion I have ever read... 


‘I think this is the only book I have ever 
read which seems to me to be literally true in 
its every conclusion... I want every American 
Christian to read this book. I hope it will be 
translated into every language.’ 


Mrs. Buck's Views On 
Christianity 
“In the article in Harper’s Magazine,’ Dr. Machen 


continued, “Mrs. Buck deals more generally with 
missions and with the nature of the Christian 
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religion, and what she says in both articles on 
this subject is in thoroughgoing conflict with the 
historic Christian Faith. She represents the deity of 
Christ as a thing accepted by some and rejected by 
others, but certainly not essential: 


‘Some of us (Christians) believe in Christ as 
our fathers did. To some of us he is still the 
divine son of God, born of the virgin Mary, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. But to many of 
us He has ceased to be that... Let us face the 
fact that the old reasons for foreign missions 
are gone from the minds and hearts of many of 
us, certainly from those of us who are young.’ 


She rejoices in the stripping of ‘the magic of 
superstition’ from Christ, and it seems clear that 
in the ‘magic of superstitition’ she includes the 
miracles of Christ and the Biblical notion of the 
salvation which He wrought.. . She rejects directly 
the Bible doctrine of sin: 


‘I am not inclined to blame human beings 
very much. I do not believe in original sin. I 
believe that most of us start out wanting to do 
right and to do good. I believe that most of us 
keep that desire as long as we live and what- 
ever we do.’ 

She rejects the old gospel of salvation from sin 


and even seems to advocate the denial of religious 
liberty to those who preach that gospel: 





Page 16 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Oct. 1, 1949 





‘In the old days it was plain enough. Our 
forefathers believed sincerely in a magic 
religion. They believed simply and plainly that 
all who did not hear the gospel, as they called 
it, were damned, and every soul to whom they 
preached received in that moment the chance 
for salvation from that hell. Though heard but 
for a single moment, the preacher gave that 
soul the opportunity of a choice for eternity. 
If the soul paid no heed or did not believe, the 
preacher could not take the responsibility. He 
was absolved. There are those who still believe 
this, and if they sincerely believe, I honor that 
sincerity, though I cannot share the belief. I 
agree with the Chinese who feel their people 
should be protected from such superstition.’ 


Needless to say, Mrs. Buck agrees fully with Re- 
Thinking Missions in belittling preaching over 
against what she regards—quite falsely—as living 
the Christian life: 


‘Above all, then, let the spirit of Christ be 
manifested by mode of life rather than by 
preaching. I am wearied unto death with this 
preaching. It deadens all thought, confuses all 
issues, it is producing in China at least, a horde 
of hypocrites, and in the theological seminaries 
a body of Chinese ministers which makes one 
despair for the future, because they are learn- 
ing to preach about Christianity rather than 
how to live the Christian life.’ 


It is needless to say, further, that this estimate of 
preaching is entirely contrary to that which is 
taught in the Word of God. 


“One thing is certainly to be said for Mrs. Buck 
She is admirably clear. Her utterances are as plain 
as the utterances of our Board of Foreign Missions 
are muddled. There is nothing vague or undecided 

about them. — has let it be known exactly where 
she stands. She is opposed to the old gospel and is 
not afraid to say so in the presence of all the 
world 


Mrs. Buck And The Foreign 
Missions Board 


‘‘Mrs. Buck’s views about missions have obviously 
not been formed overnight. She herself intimates 
very plainly that the book Re-Thinking Missions 
only expresses views which she has already held. 
Yet she has been allowed to continue in the foreign 
field by a Board which is charged with the sacred 
duty of seeing that its mission work is in accordance 
with the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church 
and with the Word of God. Could she have done 
so if the Board had not been grossly neglectful of 
its duty? 


“Moreover, there is not the slightest likelihood 
that Mrs. Buck stands alone in her destructive 
views. Her distinguished talents have a lg al- 
lowed those views to become widely audible in her 
case. It is altogether probably that there are many 
like her among the missionaries under our Board. 
Rev. John Clover Monsma (in his booklet, The 
Foreign Missionary Situation in the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., February, 193: ) is quite 
justified in saying: 

‘Today the Board is not in a position to 
guarantee our church members that there are 
not scores upon scores of other ‘Mrs. Bucks’ 
in the field, at different stages of apostacy 
and doctrinal revolution’.” 
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As a result of the pressure which Dr. Machen and 
other Bible-believing Christians had built up, Mrs. 
Buck handed in her resignation as a missionary to 
the Board of Foreign Missions. And she insisted 
that the Board accept it when the Board seemed 
reluctant to do so. It is highly probable that, 
except for the great publicity given to her unsound 
views by Dr. Machen, Mrs. Buck could have con- 
tinued to serve indefinitely as a foreign missionary 
of the Northern Presbyterian Church had she so 
desired. 


When the Board of Foreign Missions finally ac- 
cepted her resignation, it announced that it did so 
“with regrets!’’ 


The Candidate Secretary Of 
The Foreign Missions Board 


Dr. Machen, in his Argument, then called at- 
tention to the fact that the Candidate Secretary of 
the Board of Foreign Missions of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church was a signer of the heretical 
Auburn Affirmation. To this Candidate Secretary 
is entrusted the delicate task of interviewing candi- 
dates for the foreign missions field and of en- 
couraging or discouraging them in their high am- 
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bition. There is no agent of the Church who ought 
to be more completely clear as to what the Church’s 
message is than the occupant of that position. And 
yet the minister who was occupying that position 
had signed a formal document erasing the virgin 
birth and four other great verities of the Faith 
from the essential message which the Church is 
proclaiming in the world! 


In commenting on this, Dr. Machen wrote: 
“Serious, however, though the presence of a signer 
of the Auburn Affirmation in the position of Candi- 
date Secretary is in itself, it is far more serious in 
what it indicates as to the principles of the Board 
as a whole. A Board (of Foreign Missions) which 
in the face of criticism, after the issue has been 
plainly pointed out to it, can retain a signer of the 
Auburn Affirmation in such a position is an agency 
which has made its attitude known only too well 
regarding the great issue between Modernism and 
indifferentism, on the one hand, and Biblical 
Christianity on the other. Certainly it is not an 
agency which deserves the confidence of those 
members of the Church which adopt the view of 
Christian missions which is taught in the Word of 
God.” 


Modernism In The Missions 
Work In China 


Now, very briefly, let us consider some of the 
many evidences of Modernism in the China mission 
field which Dr. Machen pointed out in the Argu- 
ment contained in his 110-page book entitled 
Modernism and The Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 


From page 65 to page 110 inclusive in his book, 
Dr. Machen showed in detail the evidence with 
regard to Modernism in China, in enterprises sup- 
ported in part or in whole by the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Northern Presbyterian Church, or 
with which that Board was connected. 


In explanation of this evidence, it should be 
noted, the Yenching University at Peiping, the 
National Christian Council and the Church of Christ 
in China, and the Christian Literature Society all 
got support from the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Northern Presbyterian Church. 


In answer to an inquiry from Dr. Machen, Chan- 
cellor Arie Kok of the Netherlands Legation in 
Peiping and Dr. Albert B. Dodd, Professor in the 
North China Theological Seminary, who was him- 
self a missionary of the Northern Presbyterian 
a gave data fresh from the China mission 
field. 


Testimony Of Dr. Albert B. Dodd 


Dr. Dodd stated: ‘“‘The North China American 
School is a union school for missionary children in 
which our Board (of Foreign Missions) is financial- 
ly interested. Quite a number of us have to send 
our children to Korea because of the ‘modernism’ 
in all the schools provided by our Board in China.” 


Then Dr. Dodd presented reviews of certain books 
published by the Christian Literature Society 
(which got financial support from the Foreign 
Missions Board of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church), showing their unsound teachings. A glance 
at one of the many books he mentioned will give 
an indication of the type of unbelief to which he 
objected. A volume entitled Fundamentals of the 
Christian Religion was an outline for Group Study, 
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arranged by T. R. Glover, and prepared in Chinese; 
it was issued in 1932 by the Christian Literature 
Society. This book said, among other things: 


“To say that Christ’s blood means His death 
and that on account of that death God draws 
near to men does violence to human reason... 
Hence when we think of the death of Jesus, 
a thousand times ten thousand times (I exhort 
you) do not think that Jesus was an offering 
of sacrifice.” 


Dr. Dodd also remarked, in a list of books on which 
he offered brief comments: “A book of Sherwood 
Eddy’s on ‘Sex and Youth’ has been translated into 
Chinese by some other society but I notice its 
sale is promoted, in connection with a household 
library, both by the C.L.S. (Christian Literature 
Society) and the Church of Christ in China” (both 
of which were supported partly by Northern Pres- 
byterian missions funds through the Board). 


“Other noted ‘Modernists’ whose works are 
published by the C.L.S. are Fosdick and Kagawa,” 
Dr. Dodd continued. “A recent book of the latter 
so published is on the religious education of chil- 
dren. As usual in his books he therein freely 
expresses his convictions that the Old Testament 
has a large legendary element which is therefore 
historically untrustworthy.” 
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Testimony Of Chancellor 
Arie Kok 


Chancellor Kok, of the Netherlands Legation in 
Peiping, in writing of Modernism in the Northern 
Presbyterian missions work in China, stated: ‘‘More 
than twenty years of close observation in different 
parts of China have established the fact beyond any 
shadow of a doubt that all types of Presbyterian 
missionaries ranging from strong conservatives to 
rank modernists have arrived on the field, being 
accepted and sent out by the Board (of Foreign 
Missions)”’. 


In the January-March 1932 issue of “The China 
Fundamentalist,” published in Shanghai, Chancellor 
Kok wrote an article about the latest campaign in 
China of Dr. Sherwood Eddy, ‘a well known 
modernist, socialist, advocate of birth control and 
Soviet sympathizer,” and he sent Dr. Machen a 
copy of that article. 


In this article Chancellor Kok had remarked: 
“The Y.M.C.A. platforms everywhere were, of 
course, open to him (Dr. Eddy) .. . Representatives 
of other national organizations, in particular the 
National Christian Council of China, have been co- 
operating whole-heartedly It goes without say- 
ing that liberal missionary institutions of the 
Yenching University type were most eager to have 
him address their student body” (the National 
Christian Council of China and Yenching University 
received financial support from the Northern Pres- 
byterian Church Board of Foreign Missions). 


“Who,” continued Chancellor Kok, “is Dr. Eddy? 
He is best known as a Y.M.C.A. man... From the 
great mass of material which throws light on Dr. 
Eddy’s religious and other views, it is only possible 
to select a few of the most striking passages: 


‘Too long has the Bible been set up as a 
text book of law, science and everything else, 
and Christians have paid a bitter price for 
trying to keep it as such,’ declared Sherwood 
Eddy .. . to three thousand students and 
others meeting at church. ‘There has been 
a conspiracy of silence,’ he declared. ‘If you 
try to make that book infallible in all matters 
the world is doomed. I won’t have thousands 
of young people lose their faith because it is 
demanded that they accept some antiquated 
dogma derived from it .. . Such controversial 
matters as the virgin birth, blood atonement, 
bodily resurrection can well be dispensed with. 
They may be believed in or discredited indi- 
vidually, and no difference made.’ 


“The modernists’ strongholds are the _ schools,” 
Chancellor Kok narrated, ‘‘Here they are entrenched 
and it is here that children of the Chinese Chris- 
tians and outsiders are initiated into the first 
principles of Modernism. The results are often most 
disastrous The plain undeniable fact is that 
the Yengching University has been steadily drifting 
away towards the extreme left of theological 
thought, a point where it stands today In the 
years 1926 and 1927 it was known in Peiping that 
the Yenching University harboured teachers, who 
were in full sympathy with the Soviet Revolution, 
and who advocated Soviet ideas among the students. 
Propaganda was carried on in an underhand way 
until, in December, 1927, they came out in the 
open by publishing a monthly paper... The Editors 
were actually living on the grounds of the Yenching 
University, where the paper was both edited and 
issued. Only the printing was done on the outside.” 





Dr. Machen’s Overture And 
The General Assembly 


By means of his Overture and the Argument 
supporting it, extracts from which we have ex- 
amined, it is clear that Modernism was flourishing 
in the Foreign Mission Board’s activities, and Dr. 
Machen made this fact widely known before he 
presented his Overture to the Presbytery of New 
Brunswick in the early part of 1933. 


Then Dr. Machen introduced into that Presby- 
tery his Overture supported by his carefully docu- 
mented Argument. What did the Presbytery do with 
his Overture? After listening to Dr. Machen speak 
at great length in support of his Overture, that 
Presbytery by a large majority refused to send it 

» the General Assembly! 


But from other Presbyteries his Overture reached 
the General Assembly of 1933, where it was re- 
ierred to the General Assembly’s Standing Com- 
mittee on Foreign Missions. What did the Standing 
Committee on Foreign Missions do, after permitting 
Ur. Machen to present his evidence before it at 
great length? By a vote of 43 to 2, that Committee 
1eported unfavorably on the Overture, and ex- 
pressed its confidence in the Board of Foreign 
Missions! By an almost unanimous vote the General 
Assembly approved that Committee’s report! 

Thus it was clearly called to the attention of the 
General Assembly that Modernism was being sup- 
ported in the mission work of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, and the General Assembly refused to do 
anything at all about the matter! 


The Independent Board For 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
Is Organized 


After it had become clear that the General As- 
sembly did not intend correct the deplorable 
situation in the foreign missions work, Dr. Machen 
and others of like mind set about at the close of 
1933 to organize an Independent Board for Pres- 
byterian Foreign Missions. They declared that it 
would support only missionaries who were fully 
orthodox in their beliefs and that it would lend 
support to no missionary enterprise which tolerated 
Modernism. 


Here, at last, was an agency through which Bible- 
believing Christians in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church could give their funds with an untroubled 
mind. They knew that none of the money given 
through this new Independent Board would ever be 
used to help Modernism flourish in the foreign 
missions field. 


Now what was the reaction of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church to the establishing of this new 
Independent Board? 


The answer to that question is a very simple 
one: because of that new Mission Board the 
Northern Presbyterian Church kicked Dr. Machen 
out of its ministry! 

(Concluded in the Next Issue) 
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The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theolegical Seminary 
Decatur, Ga. 


Q. 29. How are we made partakers of the redemp- 
tion purchased by Christ? 


A. We are made partakers of the redemption 
purchased by Christ by the effectual application of 
it to us by His Holy Spirit. 


Christ died for us over nineteen hundred years 
ago and over five thousand miles away. How do we 
receive the blessing He won for us by His death? 
Christ is a matter of past history and object of 
cold thought, until the Holy Spirit brings the living 
Christ and His redemption to us. The Holy Spirit 
as the hand of God unites us to Christ, the heart of 
God. By the inward work of the Spirit we become 
members of Christ’s Body and share in the blessings 
that belong to the Head of the Body. The Holy 
Spirit is the key who unlocks to us the treasures of 
Christ’s merit to us. The preacher and the teacher 
are the outward teachers, the Holy Spirit is the 
Inward Teacher showing the things of Christ to us. 
Thinking of the work of the Holy Spirit, Spurgeon 
used to close his sermons with these lines: 


‘“‘We have heard the preacher, 
Truth by him has been made known; 
But we need a greater Teacher 
From the everlasting Throne. 
Application is the work of God alone.” 


Partakers are sharers, those who are given a part 
in Christ and His redemption. Redemption is a pur- 
chasing, a buying back, a deliverance. “The Son of 
man came to give His life a ransom for many. Now 
a ransom is a price paid to release those who are 
held in bondage or captivity ... The fallen state of 
man is a state of guilt and bondage, from which 
Christ redeemed His people by laying down His 
life as a ransom for them. Ye are bought with a 
price. We are not redeemed with corruptible things 
as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of 
Christ.”” (A. Whyte) He bought us back from the 
dominion of Satan for the Kingdom of God. He 
delivered us from the penalty of sin and brought 
us into the privilege of forgiven children. 


If you have a bad infection you apply a poultice 
to the sore spot. The Holy Spirit applies Christ and 
His benefits to the soul. The work of Christ for us 
is redemption. The work of the Holy Spirit in us is 
application. We sinners need all that Christ did for 
us and all that the Holy Spirit does in us—that we 
may be saved. ; 


Q. 30. How doth the Spirit apply to us the re- 
demption purchased by Christ? 


A. The Spirit applieth to us the redemption 
purchased by Christ by working faith in us and 
thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling. 


Apply means to join, or fold together, or lay on 
as a salve is put on an injured part. The Holy Spirit 
lays upon the soul the fruits of Christ’s redemption 
by uniting us to Him. And the Holy Spirit does this 
by shedding abroad the love of God in our hearts. 
He shows God’s own love in that Christ died for 
us. Thus we come to trust and confide in the loving 
heavenly Father, to believe in Him. Believing means 


receiving Jesus Christ as our Saviour (John 1:12). 
Believing means coming to God in Christ (John 
6:35). Believing means looking to Christ for our 
salvation (John 3:14-15). When the Holy Spirit 
comes into a sinful heart it turns in faith to the 
Lord Jesus Christ as certainly as the sunflower 
turns to the sun and as freely as the hurt child runs 
to his mother. Faith is running to Christ with the 
feet of the heart, embracing Him with the arms of 
the spirit, feeding upon Him with the mouth of the 
soul, resting upon Him alone for salvation. Faith is 
the empty hand of the beggar that receives Christ 
for forgiveness. 


“Christ has merited (earned) righteousness for 
as many as are found in Him. In Him God finds us, 
if we be believers; for by faith we are incorporated 
(included) in Him. Then, although in ourselves we 
be altogether sinful and unrighteous, yet even the 
man which in himself is impure, full of iniquity, 
full of sin; him being found in Christ through faith, 
and having his sin in hatred through repentance, 
him God beholdeth with a gracious eye, puts away 
his sin by not imputing it (to him), takes quite 
away the punishment due by pardoning it; and ac- 
cepts him in Jesus Christ as perfectly righteous as 
if he had fulfilled all that is commanded him in the 
law... God made HIM to be sin for us WHO knew 
no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in HIM.” (Hooker). 


Faith unites us to Christ or makes us one with 
Him. He is the head and we are His members so 
that we are one body with Him. As the Holy Spirit 
makes us one with Christ in this living union with 
Him, so God gives to us all the blessings Christ 
purchased for us by dying in our stead. What He 
gained by acting for us He makes over to us. He 
gave Himself for us that He might forgive us. He 
gives Himself to us by His Spirit that His forgive- 
ness may be ours here and now. To Him all the 
prophets bear witness that whosoever believeth on 
Him has the forgiveness of sins. The next question 
will explain our effectual calling. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Oct. 16: God 
And The Nations 


Scripture: Isaiah 1:21-28; 10; 13; 19:19-25; 31. 
Devotional Reading: Psalms 9:1-11. God is the God 
of Nature; all created things sing His praise; the 
heavens declare His glory and the earth His handi- 
work: the universe is subject to His laws and His 
commands. 


God is also the God Nations; He has made of 
one blood all nations and all men are subject to 
His authority. He is the King; He reigns; He is 
the Judge of all the earth: He is a refuge for the 
oppressed. And they that know thy name will put 
their trust in Thee The name of Jehovah is a 
strong tower; the righteous runneth into it and is 
safe. 


It is not long after the Fall of man until we find 
the nations departing from God. Men became so 
corrupt the every imagination of their heart was 
only evil continually. The Flood was sent as a 
terrible judgment. Noah and his family were saved 
to begin a new race of people upon earth. 


But sin was still in the hearts of mankind. In 
their pride they built the tower of Babel and were 
again punished by the Confusion of tongues. 


God then calls Abraham and tells him that He 
will make of him a great nation and that through 
him all the nations of the earth shall be blessed. So 
the Hebrew nation came into being as the chosen 
people of God and we see from now on a distine- 
tion between the Jews and the Gentiles, (or 
nations). Some of these ‘‘nations’”’ are close kin to 
the Hebrews. From — Abraham’s nephew, came 
two of the most wicked, Moab and Ammon. From 
Ishmael, Abeshaes's son by Hager, the Egyptian, 
came the Ishmaelites, and other nations sprang 
from the descendants of Keturah, whom Abraham 
took as a wife after the death of Sarah. 


God had promised that “in Isaac shall thy seed 
be called,” and the pure Hebrew race is in this line 
of promise. God deals in a special way with the 
Chosen Nation, giving them the law and the elabo- 
rate and symbolic and typical ritual of the Taber- 
nacle and Temple. But to whom much is given, of 
them shall much be required. When they sin He 
has to severely chasten them, and at last has to 
send them into captivity to a heathen nation. 





I. Isaiah 1:21-28; : His dealings with Israel. In 
the first chapter of his book the prophet rebukes 
and warns Israel, as we have seen in our last study. 
He tells of coming chastening and judgment. 


Chapter 10 begins with these words, ‘““‘Woe unto 
them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that 
write greviousness which they have prescribed; To 
turn aside the needy from judgment, and to take 
away the right from the poor of my people, that 
widows may be their prey, and that they may rob 
the fatherless!” He tells them of the means which 
He will use for their chastisement; the great neigh- 
bor heathen nation, is to be _the rod in God’s hand. 
This is the method used ove and over again in His 
dealings with the Chosen people. It was true in their 


early history, in the time of the Judges, and in 
the days of the Kings. 


Two results follow. The first is that a “remnant”’ 
of Israel is saved; will be spared and will return 
unto the Lord. The other is that Assyria herself, 
when she has carried out her mission of chastening 
Israel, will in turn be puni shed. There is a striking 
difference, however, between the two: Israel is 
chastened, but not entirely destroyed, a remnant 
eturning to God; Assyria goes down never to rise 
again. 


Has not God used similar methods in dealing with 
His Church? Was not the great Mohammedan 
scourge a whip in the hand of God to rebuke and 
chasien a worldly Church? Jesus, in His letters to 
the Seven Churches, had warned that unless they 
repented He would remove their candlestick. The 
lights went out all over Northern Africa, and in 
many other places besides when the Mohammedans 
set out to conquer the world by the sword. Can we 
believe for a moment that this would have been 
permitted if the Church had not become corrupt 
both in doctrine and in life? We have a more mod- 
ern example in the Greek Church in Russia. Would 
Communism be the world menace that it is — if 
the Church in Russia had been a true and shining 
light for Christ? If the Protestant Church becomes 
saturated with Modernism (which is only another 
name for the kind of unbelief which has meant 
death to the Church in all ages), and with world- 
liness will it not be severely judged? These stirring 
messages spoken to Israel are for our admonition. 


I]. Isaiah 13: God’s Dealings with Babylon. It 
would be well for us to read over these chapters. 

3-23 which contain these “‘burdens” or “Oracles”’ 
concerning all the nations surrounding the land of 
Israel. 


We are to study the “Burden of Babylon.” Baby- 
lon became the leading city and nation of its time, 
taking the place of Assyria as a world leader. 
Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon was “the 
Head of Gold’’ in the vision of the image, to be 
followed by other nations. God’s personal dealings 
with this proud and boastful monarch form very 
interesting reading. The haughty king finally 
learned that he had a Master Who ruled in heaven 
and among the inhabitants of the earth and that 
could stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest 
Thou? 


In Chapter 13 we have the Doom of Babylon 
pronounced. No prophecy in the Bible has been 
more literally fulfilled. I want to quote a bit from 
The Wonders of Prophecy, by John Urquhart, Page 
139. ‘“‘We have seen how the ocean of human life 
gradually receded from this vast city, once the 
home of countless multitudes. —The Bedouin, 
though he pastures his flocks in the immediate 
neighborhood, regards the ruins themselves with 
superstitious dread, and the latter part of the 
prediction is fulfilled to the very letter. The tenis 
of the Arabs are freely pitched on the Chaldean 
plains, but not one of them is pitched amid the 
ruins of Babylon,” It will well repay anyone to 
read and reread what Urquhart has to say in com- 
menting on Verses 19-22, and other passages con 
cerning Babylon, (see pages 138-150, in his splendid 


book). 
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III. God’s Dealings with Egypt: Isaiah 19:19-25. 
Even more remarkable than His “Burden” concern- 
ing Babylon, is the “burden of Egypt.” (Read the 
whole chapter, beginning with these words). 


Notice the difference between the punishment to 
be meted out to Egypt and that foretold concerning 
Babylon. The latter, as we have seen, was to be a 
complete desolation; Egypt, however, while severely 
punished, was not to be destroyed. In the first part 
of the chapter we are told of the “Confusion of 
Egypt,” city fighting against city and brother 
against brother; a fierce kingdom shall rule over 
them, and: “Egypt shall be like unto women: it 
shall be afraid and fear because of the shaking of 
the hand of the Lord of Hosts.” 


But Egypt is to know the Lord. God will smite 
Egypt, but also heal her. 


Now we again see how particular and complete is 
the fulfillment of all these prophecies concerning 
this Southern neighbor of Palestine. Egypt is still a 
nation. She has been “the plaything of nations,” 
subject to one and another, especially in these latter 
days, to England. She did “Know the Lord,” for 
there were many churches in Egypt, and Alexandria 
was a great Christian center at one time. (I would 
like to refer you again to “The Wonders of 
Prophecy,” by John Urquhart, Pages 22-92, for a 
most interesting account of Egypt and the proph- 
ecies concerning this land). 


“Put together these five things: (1) the picture 
of the final condition of Thebes, Egypt’s ancient 
capital; (2) that the greatness of Egypt should 
not return, but that, on the contrary, it should 
sink into deepening decay; (3) that, notwithstand- 
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ing decay, it should still have a sovereign and con- 
tinue a kingdom; but (4) that it should exist in 
deep humiliation and be the basest of kingdoms; 
and (5) that, though the throne should continue, it 
should never be filled by one of Egypt’s own sons. 
Place these predictions in the light of Egypt's 
present condition and past history, and what do they 
tell us? Surely, not merely that this is God’s Book. 
That they do say; for these words were never man’s, 
but, “Holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.” But they tell also that God is 
Judge, that He will rebuke pride, and punish sin. 
The Lord ruleth, and forgets neither His threaten- 
ings nor His promises.” (Page 42). 


IV. Isaiah 31: Israel warned not to put their 
trust in other nations, especially Egypt and As- 
syria. (This will be more fully treated in our next 
lesson). 


Lesson For Oct. 23: Isaiah 
Teaches Trust In God 


Scripture: Isaiah 7; 12:2; 25-26; 30:1-17. De- 
votional Reading: Psalms 27. The cure for fear is 
FAITH. “The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my 
life; of whom shall I be afraid?” So sings David in 
the twenty-seventh Psalm. (Our Devotional Read- 
ing). 


David was a man of courage. The source of his 
courage was his trust in God. It was this that kept 
him from being afraid of the giant Goliath; it was 
this that kept him when facing his many enemies 
in later life. To wait on the Lord is the best anti- 
dote for fearfulness. 
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I. Isaiah Le Judah need not fear Syria. Syria, to 
the north of Palestine, became an enemy of Israel 
aft er the subjugation of the land of David, and the 
glorious reign of Solomon. When the kingdom was 
divided, the northern part was continually having 
trouble with their close neighbor and there were 
many wars. between the two countries. 


At the opening of our chapter, (Isaiah 7), how- 
ever, we find that these two nations had formed an 
alliance against Judah. Rezin, king of Syria, and 
Pekah the son of Remaliah, the king of Israel went 
up to Jerusalem to war against it, but could not 
prevail against it. Syria and Israel, hereditary 
enemies, had become confederates. 


Ahaz, a wicked king, was on the throne of Judah 
and yet God defended the city, comforting Ahaz, 
by sending the prophet Isaiah to tell him, “Take 
heed, and be quiet; fear not neither be fainthearted 
for the two tails of these smoking firebrands.’’— 
“Tt shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass.” 
“If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be estab- 
lished.” He assured the king that they should not 
prevail, and urged him to believe and be established. 
He even told Ahaz to ask for a sign, and when he 
refused. gave him the well-known “sign” of the 
virgin-born Immanuel. This prophecy, like many 
others, has a near fulfillment and a remote and 
complete fulfillment in the Christ Child. (see Mat- 
thew 1:23). 


It is most interesting and instructive to note 
God’s method of dealing with Syria, for it is a 
sample of His method with other nations. ‘‘And it 
shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall 
hiss for the fly that is in the uttermost part of the 
rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land 
of Assyria.” “In the same day shall the Lord 
shave with a razor that is hired, namely, by them 
beyond the river, by the king of Assyria.’ God 
uses one nation to punish another: these proud 
nations are compared to “flies,” or “bees” or a 
“razor,” insects and instruments in the hand of the 
Lord to carry out His plans and purposes. 


Have we not seen in our day, in both World Wars, 
something of these same methods? God still uses 
the nations of the world to carry out His judg- 
ments upon other wicked peoples. Sometimes we 
become involved in these entangling alliances. This 
has certainly been true in regard with our alliance 
with atheistic Russia, and was true in the first 
World War when we became an ally of heathen 
Japan. Both of these have shown their beastly 
nature by turning against us later. Our country has 
had to shoulder a tremendous burden, and may 
have to suffer even more terribly for her sins, un- 


+ 


less we r¢ pent. 


it. Isaiah | 12:2: Trusting God. This short chapter 
is a beautiful “Psalm of trust.” The second verse 
says, “‘Behold, God is my salvation: I will trust, 
and not b afraid: for the Lord JEHOVAH is my 
t th and my song; he also has become my salva- 
tion.”” These words describe a high degree of faith. 
If they were always true of us, we would not only 
be traveling on toward heaven, but we would be 
having a joyful time as we make our journey. 


III. Isaiah 25-26: “‘Wonderful Things.”” The won- 
derful works of God and His wonderful character 
inspires confidence. The prophet is calling attention 
to some of these ‘‘wonderful things’ in order that 
he may inspire us with trust in such a God. 


1. Wonderful Counsels: “Thy counsels of old are 
faithfulness and truth.” No traits of character in- 
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spire confidence, or trust, more than these two. If 
we know that the One speaking to us is faithful and 
true; if we can depend upon Him to the uttermost, 
then we can safely trust Him. Our God has a 
character that we can depend upon: the God Who 
cannot lie is the God Who counsels us. 


2. Wonderful Judgments. God has destroyed 
cities, age and peoples. We have only to think 
of Sodom, Gomorrah, Ninevah, Babylon, and many 
other nations and cities. He will not allow wicked- 
ness to be triumphant, although He may suffer it to 
exist for a long time. 


3. Wonderful Source of Strength to the poor and 
needy in times of distress, “a refuge from the 
storm, a shadow from the heat.’ How true this has 
been in the history of God’s people! 


4. A Wonderful bine even over our most 
dreaded enemy, death itself. These words are quoted 
by Paul in his Geaake chapt er on the Resurrection. 
(see I Cor. 15:54). He also gives us victory over 
our earthly enemies. 


5. Wonderful Peace: Perfect Peace. Perfect peace 
in the heart of him who trusts God: “Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee, because he trusteth in thee.” Here is some- 
thing far better than the fancies of a dreaming 
Buddhist; here is a peace worth having; ““My peace 
I give unto you.” 
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Perfect peace for the nation that trusts Him. 
“Lord thou wilt ordain peace for us.’”’ There is 
coming the glorious age when the Prince of Peace 
shall reign and rule over all the world. 


IV. Isaiah 30:1-17: The Folly of Trusting Others. 
Is it not a pity that, having such a God to trust, we 
waste our time on unreliable sources of strength? 
Why is it that we are so prone to trust men, instead 
of God; to ally ourselves with heathen nations, 
instead of Heaven? I suppose that this is one of the 
many proofs of ‘‘total depravity.” 


So often, when we need comfort, advice, or aid, 
we appeal to our fellow men: when nations, even 
so-called Christian nations, need help, we start try- 
ing to ally ourselves with some of the surrounding 
nations, even though we know they do not pretend 
to be Christian. Why did we think it necessary to 
have Japan, or Russia as our ally? If we were 
fighting on the side of right, why not put our trust 
in God? Why did Israel and Judah persist in going 
to Egypt or Assyria for assistance, instead of trust- 
ing God? Had they not had ample proof that He 
would protect them, and give them the victory? 


“Woe to the rebellious children, saith the Lord, 
that take counsel, but not of me; and that cover 
with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they 
may add sin to sin: That walk to go down into 
Egypt, and have not asked at my mouth; to 
strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharoah, 
and to trust in the shadow of Egypt! Therefore 
shall the strength of Pharaoah be your shame, and 
the trust in the shadow of Egypt your confusion.” 


As we have seen in our last lesson, one of the 
besetting sins of Israel before and after it was 
divided, was in seeking counsel and aid of either 
Egypt on the South, or of Syria, and later Assyria, 
on the North, and in playing one of these nations 
over against the other—a sort of “Balance of Power 
Policy,” which in modern times has kept Europe in 
turmoil and strife and war. 


Palestine is the natural place for these two 
countries, Egypt and Assyria, to meet and fight, 
and the Plain of Esdraelon was a meeting place for 
the armies of different nations to fight. Israel was 
foolish enough to join one or the other and hasten 
its own ruin. 


Isaiah is upbraiding them for their folly and sin. 
He pleads with them and also warns them: “For 
thus saith tthe Lord God, the Holy One of Israel; 
in returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness 
and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye 
would not—One thousand shall flee at the rebuke 
of one; at the rebuke of five shall ye flee.” 


It seems to take a long time for a person or a 
nation to learn to trust God instead of men. 


Lesson For Oct. 30: The Prophets 
Preach Social Righteousness 
( Temperance ) 


Scripture: Isaiah 3; 5; 22; 28; 58:1-9a; Jeremiah 
35. Devotional Reading: Romans 13:8-14. Love is 
the fulfilling of the law. If we love God with all 
our heart, mind, soul, and strength, we will keep 
the second. We are to cast off the works of dark- 
ness and put on the armor of light. We are to put 


on the Lord Jesus Christ. 





Notice that “‘Social Righteousness” depends up- 
on the individual heart and life. We hear a great 
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deal about a “Social Gospel.” There is only one 
Gospel; it is the power of God unto salvation. It 
contains the only dynamite that can break up these 
stony hearts and transform our wicked lives. The 
only way to make society Christian is to make each 
individual a Christian, a new creature in Christ 
Jesus. Masses of people have to be converted one 
by one. Jesus worked this way; we must follow His 
method. 


The prophets preached Social Righteousness, but 
they pursued this plan; they preached to individual 
men and women to turn from sin and live righteous 
lives. 


I. Social Unrighteousness and its Punishment: 
Isaiah 3. In the Edition of the Bible which I use 
mostly in studying, this chapter is called, “The 
Confusion that is wrought by sin.”’ Sin is the thing 
which has tangled up our social, as well as our 
personal life. Terrible punishment comes when this 
has happened. God has a law which cannot be 
broken. It is a two-sided law.” “Say ye to the 
righteous, that it shall be well with him—woe unto 
the wicked! it shall be ill with him.”’ Paul expresses 
this law in these words, “Be not deceived, God is 
not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth that shall 
he also reap.” 

These people were “grinding the faces of the 
poor,” and their punishment was coming: children 
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poor), 


their oppressors (they had oppressed the 
and women should rule over them (they had 
cheated the widows). 


The latter part of » chapter is devoted to the 
haughty and frivolous ways of the “daughters of 


Zion.”’ 


They were bedecking themselves with all 
sorts of trinkets, but their hearts and lives were 
black with sin. Their punishment, too, was to be 


swift and sure. 


A country is no better socially, or morally, than 
the women who make the homes. We in America 
have been blessed with wonderful mothers. The 
saddest ‘‘sign of the times,” perhaps, is the glaring 





fact that many women are neglecting their homes 
and becoming leaders in social drinking and carous- 
ing and in immoral and indecent behavior. Just the 


other day an article came out in the 
Observer calling attention to the 


crease in drinking among women. 


Charlotte 


tremendous in- 
(Is not a great 


deal of this due to the legalized A.B.C. liquor stores 
where the devil’s business takes on a semblance of 


respectability?) 


I know a good many people who 


work in Mills. If what they tell me is true, then 
America is in a pitiful condition. We have been ac- 
customed to “looking up” to our women. When they 
drink and smoke and carouse, it lowers the whole 


tone of our social life. 
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II. The Song of the Vineyard, and its Application: 
Isaiah 5. This is one of the few parables in the Old 
Testament. Jesus also spoke a parable of the Vine- 
yard, but the point and application were different. 
In His parable, it was the wicked husbandmen, the 
keepers of the vineyard, who were condemned; in 
Isaiah, it is the evil fruit, or the ‘“‘wild grapes;”’ the 
wickedness of the vineyard itself, for the vineyard 
is the house of Israel. 


All our time could easily be spent on the vine- 
yard parable and its application to the social evils 
of Isaiah’s time and our time: Greed and avarice; 
sins so big that they are “drawn with a cart rope;” 
calling evil good and good evil (this is so true in 
whiskey advertisements); wise in our own eyes; 
mighty to drink wine; justify the wicked for a re- 
ward. It certainly looks like he is talking about us 
here in the United States. This severe indictment is 
made all the worse because of the background of 
God’s goodness. What more could I have done, ex- 
claims the prophet, speaking for God. What more 
could God have done for America, as well as 
Israel?’”’ He looked for judgment, but behold op- 
pression; for righteousness, but behold a cry. 


There is only one course left; to destroy the vine- 
yard. Woes must come upon people and upon 
nations that so greviously sin against the goodness 
of God. 


Ill. The Burden of the Valley of Vision: Isaiah 
22. Here we have the prediction of a “mighty cap- 
tivity’? which is coming upon the land: to weeping, 
mourning, baldness, and clothing with sackcloth. 
Sin always results in sorrow, and judgment must 
come, if men and women do not repent. 


IV. The Drunkards of Ephraim: Isaiah 28. The 
Northern Kingdom was often called by the name 
of its largest tribe, Ephraim, just as the Southern 
was called Judah. 


There are two kinds of “Crowns” in this chapter: 
the “Crown of Pride,” and the ‘‘Crown of Glory.” 
Which shall it be for us? 


1. The Crown of Pride, the Drunkards of Eph- 
raim’”’: “They have erred through wine, and through 
strong drink are out of the way—they err in vis- 
ion, they stumble in judgment.” 





Is not the curse of strong drink destroying the 
vision and judgment of the leaders of our nation? 
Washington is said to be “the wettest city in our 
land.”” So many foolish things are advocated by 
men who ought to have vision and judgment, so 
many things which “do not make sense” to ordinary 
men and women of real “common sense.’’ One drink 
of beer, so one of the best doctors I ever knew told 
me, is enough to slow up a man’s thinking so that 
he cannot act quickly and surely in a time of emer- 
gency, and we have many such times when driving 
a car. We are killing people by the wholesale, and 
one bottle of beer, or one drink of whiskey, is often 
the cause. It is not the “dead drunk” man who is a 
menace to the road, but one who has had just 
enough to unfit him for his post. There are many 
other examples and illustrations of the fact that 
strong drink is upsetting the reason of men and 
women everywhere. It is at the bottom of a great 
many of our social evils, as we all know. 


We seem to be hopelessly enslaved and ensnared 
by the tremendous liquor forces of our country, 
who spend money by the millions, both to advertise 
their vile poison, and to “carry elections.” In an 
election being held today in an adjoining county 
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to the polls, so I have been reliably informed. 
Nothing but a genuine revival will stop this wave 
of drunkenness. Pray as you have never prayed 
before! 


2. The Crown of Glory. “In that day shall the 
Lord of Hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a 
diadem of beauty.” 


“Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I 
lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, 
a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that 
believeth shall not make haste.” 


Two things are coming: (1) A gracious Salva- 
tion for those who will accept it, and (2) a grievous 
judgment upon the wicked. This prophecy has a 
local fulfillment, but also a greater one for there 
will be ‘ta consumption even determined upon the 
whole earth.” 


Which shall we have here in our beloved land: a 
Crown of Pride and Drunkenness, or a Crown of 
Glory, even the Lord of Hosts? 


\V. Fasting, or False and True Repentance: Isaiah 
58. The prophet has been trying to “shew my peo- 
ple their transgressions and the house of Jacob 
their sins. They reply that they have fasted (re- 
pented), but their fasting was hypocritical: “Be- 
hold ye fast for strife and debate, to smite with 
the fist of wickedness.”” Then he described genuine 
fasting, or repentance. John the Baptist said, “bring 
forth fruit’: so does Isaiah. (Verses 5,6). 


VI. Doom is Pronounced: Jeremiah 35. (1) We 
have the illustration of the implicit obedience of 
the Rechabites. (2) They must obey God, or doom 
is pronounced. (See Verse 17). 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For October 
Oct. 23: You Don’t Have To Be A Preacher 


Introduction 
The World Mission Enterprise of our Church is 
not only a Christian testimony carried on by 
preachers, but it is also a great business carried on 
by all types of workers. This program is designed 
to acquaint your group with all the many and varied 
types of workers that are needed today in our 


World Mission work. 


As we survey the early Church and its ministry 
we are prone to do as we do today—think only 
of the men who spoke in public as evangelists, 
preachers and teachers. Perhaps it would be helpful 
in this program to preface our consideration of the 
need today for varied types of workers if we were 
to go back and take a look at some of the workers 
in the early Church who worked behind the scenes 
yet who did important work in making effective the 
labors of the Apostles. The Scripture Lesson below 
is a sample of those whom you might study and use. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. You Don’t Have to Be a Preacher. (a) Epa- 
phroditus: The Man Who Supplied Paul’s Wants. 
Philippians 2:25; 4:18. (b) Dorcas: A Woman Full 
of Good Works. Acts 9:36-40. (c) Zenas: A Helpful 
Lawyer. Titus 2:13. (d) Luke: A Beloved Doctor. 
Colossians 4:14. 


2. You Do Have To Be A Soul Winner. (a) Philip: 
A Deacon Who Did Personal Work. Acts 8:26-40. 
(b) Lydia: The Working Woman Whose Heart 
God Opened. Acts 16:12-15, 40. (c) Ananias: The 
Disciple Who Led Paul to Christ. Acts 9:10-19. 


Suggestions 

Have a service of worship. Just before the prayer 
use Matthew 9:35-38 as a Scripture Lesson, and 
introduce the prayer by reminding the group that in 
the program tonight we are looking at the need 
for workers in our mission fields and that God’s 
method of securing workers is ‘‘Pray ye the Lord of 
harvest.”’ Let the leader introduce the program by 
having several tell the stories back of these little 
known characters of the New Testament, emphasiz- 
ing that disciples do many different things but they 
all do them with one end in view, to do their part 
to win men to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 


For your talks, in addition to material in Presby- 
terian Youth, you might find some interesting 
material in “He took It Upon Himself” by Slattery 
and “Young Christians at Work,’’ by Nall and 
Davis. These books do not go into any doctrinal 


matters one way or another, they merely give 


illustrations of how Christians have made their 
daily work a means of Christian service. 


In case you do not have a list of the different 
kinds of missionaries—medical, educational, in- 
dustrial, etc., now needed by our church you can 
secure such a list from our Foreign Mission Com- 
mittee in Nashville. 


The leader might sum up the program in closing 


by reading Romans 12:1-8, exhorting the members 
to God for full 


of the group to truly present them 





life service in using whatever gifts He may have 
bestowed upon them. 


Oct. 30: Is It Worth It? 


Call To Worship: Isaiah 6:8-13. 
Opening Hymn: “The Call Of Christ Rings Out 

Today.” 

Leader’s Introduction 

Most any time that you go up to a fellow in our 
modern day and age and ask him to do some job 
or promote some program you will receive as an 
answer this question “What is there in it for me?” 
The world is living to get what it wants when it 
wants it, regardless of the law of God or man. 


Many of us have come to think of life and success 
in terms of ‘‘What is there in it for me?” Tonight 
we want to ask that question concerning a full life 
ministry for the Lord Jesus Christ. What is there 
in it for me? 

Most of us have not lived very long and we don’t 
know what will happen tomorrow, so let’s go back 
and let some men who lived much longer and much 
more effectively than we have answer our question 
for us. But before we do let’s bow and ask God to 
lead us and guide us that as we answer this ques- 
tion we may see life in the clear light of God and 
see it whole. 


Evening Prayer: Have some one prepared to lead 
this prayer so that it may be a direct petition for 
guidance in the quest of the evening. 


Talk No. 1: What Was There In It For Paul? 
When Paul met Christ He gave up every thing that 
men seek to gain in life—home, friends, prestige, 
wealth, religion, comfort, safety, security. All 
these things Paul counted but loss that he might 
know Christ and serve him to the ends of the earth. 
What was there in it for Paul that made him do it? 
Well, he tells us in Second Corinthians 11:23-28. 
Listen to what he says while I read it. And he final- 
ly died a prisoner in Rome. Guess there must not 
have been much in it for Paul. 


Talk No. 2: But Don’t Forget What Solomon 
Said. When we hear how rough it was for Paul and 
remember that he lost all that men seek with all 
their might we feel that there was not much in it 
for Paul. But remember that Solomon got every- 
thing that men desire, and listen to what he says 
about life. Ecclesiastes 2: 4-11. Solomon got every- 
thing that Paul lost and with it all he was a sad, 
bitter, unhappy old man. Life must not consist in 
abundance of things because Solomon had them all 
and was miserable, but Paul lost them all and listen 
to what he said just before he died. Second Timothy 
4:6-8. 


Leader: Every man who has ever lived has borne 
out the truth of these two statements. Life does 
not consist in possession of things. Whether you 
have them or not has no bearing on a happy life. 
The question ‘“‘What is there in it for me?” won’t 
help us much, unless there are some other compensa- 
tions that we don’t find in the world of things. 
What does God say? God says that He will give to 
those who love Him and serve Him some things 
that the world can neither give nor take away, and 
strange as it may seem all history bears witness 
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hat no matter how much a man has he is not happy 
without these things and no matter how little he 
may have he is happy with these things. Let’s take 
i look. 


Talk No. 3: Peace. John 16:33. A man is at peace 
who has a sense of safety and security. In the 
vorld we have tribulation because nothing is safe 
and secure. We are always afraid of losing ow 
health, our wealth, our family, our jobs. We are 
always having to fight some one for possession of 
what we need. And in it all we know that we have 
inned and we have a sense of guilt that makes ow 
onscience hurt. But when we receive the Lord 
Jesus Christ by faith we have peace of mind and 
heart. We know that our sins have been forgiven 
and we are accepted by God. We know that our 
lives are in His hands and that we are safe and 
secure. We know that God will supply our every 
need according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus. Our lives-material and spiritual—are safe in 
the hollow of His hand and God co-operates in all 
things for our good. This is that peace that passe 
understanding that is ours in Christ. 


Our hospitals are filled with people who have 
worried themselves sick making money and now 
they have to spend it to try and get well, but they 
have no peace. Many people are miserable today 
because they have begun to sin as they please, and 
now are enslaved by sin and can no longer do as 
they please, so they are making the personal coun- 
selors rich as they try to find out what’s wrong. 
Books such as ‘‘Peace of Mind” are gobbled up by 
thousands. Money can’t buy peace and it seems that 
all our people are seeking peace. But peace, real 
peace, comes only to those who truly trust the Lord 
Jesus Christ and go to work for Him. This is on: 
compensation that can not be measured. 


Talk No. 3: Power. Philippians 4:13. Most people 
today do like the prodigal son, they come to the 
place where they want to break away from all re- 
straint and do as they please. But after a few years 
of doing as they please they find that such a life 
does not satisfy and they want to do something 
worthwhile, they want to do right. But day by day 
they are defeated because they find that when they 
want to do good they do not have the power to do 

and when they want to avoid evil they do not 
have the power to avoid it. This makes for a split 
personality and being constantly defeated they are 
miserable and unhappy. But when we truly receive 
the Lord Jesus Christ and go to work for Him we 
have the power of the living Christ in our hearts and 
lives and He makes us strong to overcome and liv 
a victorious life. A successful and victorious life is 
another compensation that can’t be measured 


Talk No. 4: Purpose. Romans 12:1-2. We are al! 
creatures of Almighty God, and the will of God 
must ever be absolute law for the creatures. We 
can never be at home in our universe until we know 
that we are living in harmony with the will of God 
for our lives. When we present our bodies to th 
Lord Jesus Christ in full surrender He will make 
known to us the will of God, our lives will be 
transformed by His power, and as we go forth to 
witness and serve we have that joy and satisfaction 
that comes from knowing that we are in tune with 


the universe because we are yielded to the will of 


God. This is another compensation that can’t he 
measured on the cost sheet. 


Talk No. 5: Program. Acts 1:8. Many good things 


need to be done in this world, so many that none of 


s can ever do very many of them. But the one 
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thing that brings joy and satisfaction into life is 
to know that what we are doing is what God wants 
us to do. When we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and surrender wholly to Him in love He then sends 
us into the highways and byways of the world to 
witness to Him, to tell men of His love and saving 
grace, and as we go we know that God goes with 
is and we are promoting the program of God. What 
a thrilling compensation it is to know that as we 
work, God works with us, and as we win souls to 
Him to know that there is great joy in heaven. 


Talk No. 7: Permenance. John 15:15-16. Life is 
short and none of us ever gets to finish what we 
would like to do, and the evil of men is always 
doing what good men seem to be able to do. But 
when we go forth into the fields of the world to 
work with God in witnessing to the saving power of 
the Lord Jesus Christ we know that we have been 
chosen of God, God goes with us, God will make us 
fruitful, and what God does through us will last 
forever. 


Leader: Maybe we have looked too much at the 
cost sheet. Actually when men seek money and 
property they are only seeking security, happiness, 
a sense of power, and the feeling of being able to 
do big things. But actually the acquisition of things 
does not bring these things. We can only get what 
all men want by forgetting about these things and 
completely yielding to the Lord Jesus Christ to go 
where He says, do what He says, say what He says. 
And as we thus go in loving devotion we find that 
we have that peace that the world can neither give 
nor take away, we have that joy that comes from 
doing the will of God, we have that thrill that comes 
from reaching men for Christ in what we know to 
be the program of God, and we have that satisfac- 
tion that, what we have done will abide forever. 
Where can you find a greater work with any better 
ompensations? 


(The leader can work in here other material, 
maybe testimonies from great missionaries or 
present day Christians.) 


Closing Hymn: “I'll Go Where You Want Me To 
Go, Dear Lord.” 


The Benediction. 


Let Ruling Elders Be Ruling Elders 


The article printed under the above caption in the 
September 1 issue of The Journal is now available 
in booklet form. This article by Elder Wallace Par- 
ham has been enthusiastically received by Ruling 
Elders and Teaching Elders alike. This is a sixteen- 
page booklet with art cover. Order enough for every 
Ruling Elder in your Church. Price 10 cents per 
copy or five dollars per hundred copies postpaid. 


Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Woman’s Work 





Flying Down To 
Brazil 


A long-dreamed-of plan has come to fruition at 
last. Women of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
have planned for several years to send an ambassa- 
dor of good will from their own number to the 
mission fields. Some years ago the Secretary of 
Woman’s Work attended a great international Sun- 
day School convention in Mexico City. While in 
that country, she visited several of our missions. 
This year plans have been completed to have her go 
to Brazil. Accompanying Miss Janie W. McGaughey 
is Mrs. H. D. Haberyan, member of the Executive 
Committee on Foreign Missions, and also of the 
Committee on Woman’s Work. 


Their trip began August 11 when they flew to 
Miami from Atlanta and on August 15 left Miami 
by Pan American Airways, Flight 225, for San 
Juan, thence by flight 201 for Belem where they 
were guests of missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Williams. On August 19 they went to Fortaleza and 
while there were entertained in the home of our 
missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Moseley (Remem- 
ber all you read about Fortaleze and the Moseleys 
in Birthday articles earlier in the year?) 


The next lap of the journey was cross-country 
travel to Pombal, Paraiba, in a “pick-up” truck as 
planned by the Rev. Langdon Henderlite. Visit to 
the William Nevilles and others at Garanhuns filled 
the last days of August, just leaving time to go to 
Recife, August 31. At last, if plans have carried 
through, these two visitors have seen Agnes Erskine 
School, visited with Miss Gertrude Mason, Edla 
Oliveira and other friends in Recife. As soon as 
word comes from these ambassadors of good will to 
the Women of the Presbyterian Church in Brazil, 
such news will be carried in this paper. 


Miss McGaughey and Mrs. Haberyan are, in truth, 
goodwill ambassadors—for they go in the Name and 
for the sake of Christ. And because they are so 
truly our very own, they are representing all of the 
women of the Church, U. S. It is a privilege to 
remember them as they go from mission to mission, 
to pray for them daily, and to ask that strength, 
insight, understanding, and divine guidance be con- 
stantly given them. 


Women Witness! 
God Speaks In The Darkness 
“Something told me to get the children out of 
the room,” said a country school-teacher in the 
middle West. ““A few seconds after I had ushered 


them all out, hurriedly but orderly, the ceiling fell 
crushing the desks.”’ 


“You had a premonition?”’ she was asked. 


“God told me to get those children out,’’ was her 
firm reply. “It was a message from God.”’ 


Many sincere Christian women give witness to 
the belief that God talks to them, direct. 


The first requisite to a woman witnessing for 





Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 





God lies in the Silence, in being still in His 
Presence, surrendering life, body, soul, loved ones 
and possessions to Him without reservations 
through Jesus Christ. Our only approach to God 
is through Christ. “No man cometh unto the 
Father but by me,” said Jesus. 


What is the Silence? The Silence is not myster- 
ious or difficult to understand. It is not new. It is 
among the oldest forces known to man. Job of old 
recognized it when he said, ‘‘There was silence and 
I heard a voice.”’ Through the Silence in prayer, 
unuttered or expressed, all the infinite resources of 
God are made available and the still small voice 
speaks. Stillness holds the secret; the stillness in 
the deep, deep silence of the soul, in prayer, is 
where we meet God and talk to him and He talks 
to us. 


Prayer is the finest prerogative that a woman 
has! it coincides with her life; it makes no noise; 

is the quiet power—as alive and vital as electri- 
city and as sure as the law of gravitation—that 
will work for her in this big world where there is 
so much confusion among so many millions of 
peoples, groping blindly in the dark. While tragedy 
and murder stalk the earth and modern civilization 
seems to be breaking down before our very eyes, 
while brutal facts are bludgeoned into our brains 
and continents are disintegrating, how wonderful 
it is for us in the quietness of our Christian 
American homes to hear the Father say, “Be still 
and know that I am God.” 


 « 
ui 


Heart hunger for God is a very part of a woman’s 
life. She is co-creator with God; she carries on the 
race through processes of life that keep her in 
close touch with God. It is a law of her being to 
pray just as breathing, sleeping, eating. Her soul 
reaches out for God as naturally as the flowers 
bloom and the birds sing and the ocean waves 
respond to the tide. As surely as the tide goes out, 
it will come back. As surely as you witness for God 
in prayer, your prayer will come back answered. 


A woman’s very helplessness is her greatest 
strength in witnessing. All day long, we can walk 
with Him and talk with Him and above all else 
listen to what He says to us. You can translate 
everything you do into a thought for prayer, even 
in the physical activities of the daily routine in a 
schoolroom or in an office or behind a counter or 
in the duties of the home, you can hold Silence 
within the soul and pray. For instance, as you take 
your bath, pray that your sins may be washed 
away; as you eat your breakfast, pray that your 
soul may be fed on the bread of life; as you dress, 
pray to be clothed in the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ and so on. We need never be lonely o1 
unhappy for God is with us. No world-wide con 
fusion of nations is so big but that we can hea 
His voice through His Son Jesus Christ. 


Prayer is the greatest dynamic force on this 
earth. It is available at any moment and it has 
more power than even the atomic bomb, for it 
gathers together the inexhaustible resources of God 
Almighty and brings these resources down to earth 
to meet the need of the humblest woman who makes 
contact with these resources through constant 
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witnessing. “God told me to get those children out,” 
said the country school-teacher. 


If you want to be God’s witness, if you want to 
live close to Him and to hear Him speak to you, 
the technique is simple; sweep out of your con- 
sciousness everything of earth that clogs the 
channel into the deepest recesses of your soul and 
you will find God, right there, with His messages. 
It is as simple as that, but the sweeping out process 
must be thorough and sincere. 


A living faith, a present-day witnessing for God 
s the one sure way for any woman to attain most 
effective Christian living. 
Reprint from: 
“Christian Living,”’ 
Norfolk, Va. 
Used by permission. 





Home Mission Study Season 
October 3 - November 6, 1949 


STUDY BOOK 


MISSIONS AT THE GRASS ROOTS 
By William P. Shriver 


WITHIN OUR SHADOW 
By Charles H. Gibboney 


A Supplementary Pamphlet From 


Executive Committee Of Home Missions 
605 Henry Grady Bldg. Atlanta 3, Ga. 





How Our Women Have 
Helped To Build 


On the first day of January the foundation was 
laid for the new brick Educational Building of the 
Montgomery Presbyterian Sunday School. The 
structure is now nearing completion and every 
brick laid, all plumbing, plastering and finishing 
work, in fact, everything has been done by volunteer 
labor, supervised by the minister, Rev. W. S. 
Beardshaw, and a crew of volunteer foremen. All 
the credit does not go to the men, however, for 
the women of the Church have stood by to en- 
courage and help by serving refreshments each 
night and dinner on Saturdays. 


After about 160 continuous days (except Sun- 
days) of serving refreshments and dinners it has 
naturally become a bit tiresome but the steering 
committee, Mrs. Howard Haupt and Mrs. Harry 
3easley, always encourages the women by reminding 
them that “If the men can sacrifice and give their 
time to put up the building we can stick to the 
job and do our part too.” 

Mrs. W. S. Beardshaw. 


THE TWENTIETH ANNUAL BIBLE 
MASTERY CAMPAIGN 


“Probably the most important document in all 
the history of the world,’ was said of the Gospel 
of John, “it has induced more persons to follow 
Christ than any other book.” This is the book 
selected for Bible Mastery Month in October next, 
with a Committal to read at least four chapters a 
day. Because the Gospel is aimed at non-believers, 
there is also an optional Committal to sign at least 
one non-believer to read. 





Many pastors will go through the Gospel with 
expositions. Judging from former experience, a 
steadily rising tide of interest and attendance will 


result. A most substantial foundation will thus be 
laid for the campaigns of personal evangelism now 
being carried on. 


This is the twentieth year of the Campaign. 
Interest continues to intensify and to widen. Last 
year there was response from 42 states, five 
Canadian provinces, six foreign lands, as far as New 
Zealand, and over 21 denominations. The Campaign 
was promoted last year and will be again this by 
the 110,000 organized women of the (Southern) 
Presbyterian Church and the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church. 

Because this Gospel was written to build faith 
and Christian experience (John 20-31) and because 
John is the great Faith Book, not only about faith 
but toward faith, the Campaign will build faith and 
strengthen Christian experience. Pastors will find it 
a reviving tonic to the life of their churches. 

Those interested are invited to send for further 
information, the four-page leaflet, Committal Card, 
Bible Book Mark and Story, “What A Gospel of 
John Did,” (please enclose addressed, stamped 
envelope), to Rev. C. J. Boppell, 2666 Thirty- 
Seventh Avenue, Seattle 6, Wash. 


CPCS SOC COPS CO 


Church News 














On Mutual Network 


TUESDAYS IN OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 
10:15 A.M. E.S.T. 9:15 C.S.T. 





Rev. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr., D.D. 
North Avenue Presbyterian Church 
Atlanta ... Georgia 


Through the co-operation of the Southern Re- 
ligious Radio Conference and the National Protes- 
tant Radio Commission, we shall have the privilege 
of having Dr. Broyles on a nation-wide live voice 
devotional program this fall. 


He will speak on the series “Faith In Our Times.” 
The program will originate in Atlanta, and will be 
offered to all Mutual Stations in America. Ask your 
Mutual Station to air the program. 

John M. Alexander, 
Director, Radio Committee. 
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Columbia Theological Seminary 


Columbia Theological Seminary opened its 122nd 
vear of service to the Church with a service held in 
the seminary chapel on Tuesday evening, September 
13. Dr. Patrick D. Miller, pastor of the Druid Hills 
Presbyterian Church, delivered the opening address 
of the school year, speaking of the responsibility 
which rests upon theological students for faith- 
fulness in employing all of their talents in the ser- 
vice of Christ. The sixty members of the entering 
class of the seminary were formally matriculate: 
by publicly taking the obligation required of al 
students of the seminary as an impressive part of 
the opening service. Following these exercises the 
faculty of the seminary entertained at an informal 
reception in honor of the members of the student 
body. 

A new feature of the work in connection with 
the fall session of the seminary was the carryin 
out of an orientation program arranged for the 
benefit of new students and projected over a period 
of an entire week before the opening of school. All 





members of the faculty of the seminary participated 
in this program and special messages were also 
brought to the new students by Dr. Stuart R. 
Oglesby, pastor of the Central Presbyterian Church 
of Atlanta, Ga., and by Dr. Wm. V. Gardner, pas- 
tor of the First Presbyterian Chure of Atlanta. 
The members of the new class have expressed great 
appreciation of the orientation program as a whol 
and in the light of their belief that it has beer 
beneficial to them, it is expected that th vill 

an annual feature of the seminary year in future. 


The total enrollment of 143 students for the fall 
quarter is by far the largest in the history of Co 
lumbia Seminary and taxes all available sources of 
the institution to capacity. Among improvements 
made during the summer and commented upon with 
particular appreciation by the students are the 
tiling of all shower baths in the dormitory, the pre- 
paration of three new tennis courts for use by stu 
dents, and the making available of a large base- 
ment room in the dormitory which will provide 
space for a handball court as well as for wresiling, 
weight-lifting and other athletic activities during 
the winter months. This space was formerly re- 
quired for the storage of coal but has been made 
available by the decision of the seminary to use 
natural gas as the fuel for the heating of its build- 
ings in the future. Rapid progress is being made 
upon the residence which is being erected for oc 
cupancy by Dr. Manford George Gutzke and it 1s 
expected that he will be able to move into the new 
home by November 1, thereby freeing additiona 
rooms in the dormitory for the use of students. 


McMichael Transferred 


Atlanta, Ga., Sept. 6—The Rev. Jack B. Mc- 
Michael, regional director of religious education in 
the Synod of Georgia, of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, with office in Marietta, has 
accepted a transfer of his work to the Synod of 
Texas and the Synod of Oklahoma, and will move 
his office immediately to Dallas, according to an 
announcement made here today by the Rev. W. 
Norman Cook, Richmond, Va., director of field 
program of the religious education committee. 


Mr. McMichael has been in the Georgia field 
about three years, having come to this synod when 
Georgia and South Carolina were separated as one 
regional area. Dr. LeRoy P. Burney, formerly 
director in both synods, retained the work in South 








Carolina, leaving a vacancy in Georgia, which was 

then filled by the appointment of Mr. McMichael. 

Doctor Burney since then has been made co-ordina- 

tor of the Presbyterian Program of Progress, with 
‘fice in Decatur, Ga. 


Sallie Thrower Joins Children’s 
Department Staff 
Sallie Thrower, formerly of Laurinburg, N. C. 
came as an assistant in the Department of Chil- 
dren’s Work, Executive Committee of Religiou 
Education, September 1, 1949. 


Miss Thrower for a long time has been recognized 

1roughout the Assembly as one who pioneered in 
developing a strategy for Sunday School Extension 
Work in our Church. 


Her thorough training in the field of Religiou 
Iducation and her wide and varied experience a 
Director of Vacation Bible School and Sunday 
School Work, as City Missionary, and as Sunday 
School Extension Worker, have served to prepar« 

admirably for the new work which she is now 
indertaking. 


Montreat College For Women 
Montreat, N. C. 
rhe fall term of Montreat College for Women 
and Montreat School for Girls, Montreat, N. C.. 
formally opened at services held in Gaither Chapel 
10:30 Friday morning, September 9th. 


To assembled faculty members, students and 
iends, President J. Rupert McGregor introduced 
ie principal speaker, Joe Ed Hollis, as the new 
Dean of the College and head of the Music Depart 
ment. In summarizing his wide experience and 
education, Dr. McGregor noted that Dean Hollis 
was ordained to the ministry in 1936 by Louisvili 
Presbytery, U.S.A. and had held pastorates in 
Tennessee at Lewisburg and Gallatin and in Ken- 
ucky at Owensboro. Also, he served as Minister of 
Education in Jacksonville, Fla. 





\fter graduation from East High School, Des 
Moines, lowa, Mr. Hollis entered the University of 
Louisville where he earned the degree of Bachelo: 
Music, majoring in voice, choral organization and 
directing. From Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
also in Louisville, where he was Director of Music 
and Junior Field Worker, he received his Bachelo: 
»f Divinity. 


While preaching and directing church choirs and 
orchestras, Mr. Hollis continued his study of chure! 
music, majoring in music theory and composition. 
and, in 1945 received the degree of Master of Arts 
from Georgia Peabody College for Teachers, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. Later he returned there for two year 
of graduate work in music education. Dean Hollis 
is a member of Phi Mu Alpha national musi 
fraternity and Phi Delta Kappa, national fraternit) 
of educators. In 1927 Dean Hollis was married t 
Miss Genevieve Frances Tucker, of Des Moines 
lowa, who was a student of music in Chicago and 
organist director of a church choir. The Hollis« 
have two young children. 

Dr. McGregor announced new members of the 
college faculty as follows: Mr. Joe Ed Hollis, Dean 
»f College and Music; Miss Sue Day Holmes, Dear 
of Women; Mrs. Harry W. Bergholtz, Music; Mr 
Fred Brewer, Science; Miss Doris Northcott, Dieti 
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Preceding the formal opening of school, the 
Student Christian Association of Montreat College 
held Annual Retreat, September 6 to 8, in the 
college infirmary. Stationed at the entrance gates, 
they welcomed new students who arrived by motor. 
Annual Retreat of the Student Athletic Board was 
held at Summer-Set Lodge on the same dates. 
Members of this organization welcomed train and 
bus arrivals in Asheville and Black Mountain. The 
Staff of Student Publications compiled and issued 
the Welcome Edition of “The Dialette.”’ 

Montreat Preparatory School for Girls, Miss 
Annie Webb, principal, registered students Septem- 
ber 6, and started classes the 7th. Montreat College 
for Women held registration on the 8th and 9th and 
assigned students to Saturday classes. Miss Webb 
announced additional faculty members as follows: 
Mrs. R. A. Riley, Dean of Girls; Miss Marie Jack- 
son, Mathematics and Science; Miss Evelyn Burrell, 
English; Miss Margaret Cunningham, Voice. 





A Tribute To Miss Florence D. Patton 
Missionary To Japan 


September 13, 1949.—This morning as I began to 
read in “Day By Day” the Bible verse from II Tim- 
othy 1:7-18 containing the phrase, “For he re- 
freshed me,’” my mind reverted to a dear friend 
who “oft refreshed me,” especially when I was a 
young missionary in Japan struggling with that dif- 
ficult language. 

What is said of Onesiphorus might well apply to 
Miss Florence Patton, for she truly possessed a ra- 
diant personality. “She belonged to that select 
group who refresh, who build morale, who restore 
confidence, who point upward to God, who bless 
those whom they touch.” 

Affectionately called “Sister Florence” by the 
younger missionaries, Miss Patton was ever ready 
to offer them the hospitality of her home which she 
shared with her sister. 

Indefatigable workers with the Japanese, the 
Patton sisters were never too busy to listen to and 
pray with their fellow missionaries in regard to 
their various problems. Sister Florence was especi- 
ally gifted with a sense of humor which helped to 
smooth many a rough place in the missionaries’ 
journey. 

September is the month in which Sister Florence 
was born. How many happy birthdays we have cele- 
brated together! This will be the first one in her 
Heavenly Home into which she entered the begin- 
ning of the year. 

Those who were privileged to know “Sister Flor- 
ence” can say with Paul: “I thank my God upon all 
my remembrance of you.” —Leila G. Kirtland. 





Southwest Georgia Presbytery 
The Presbytery of Southwest Georgia will hold 
the stated fall meeting in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Bainbridge, Ga.. on Tuesday, October 
18, 1949, at 10:00 A.M. A one-day meeting. 
John W. Good, Stated Clerk. 


RADIO RECEIPTS 
Five Months: Apr. 1 - Aug. 31 





1949—50 1948—49 
Benevolences $17,381.14 $16,339.55 
Special Gifts 2,436.71 2,635.88 


Five Months $19,817.85 $18,975.43 
Increase $ 842.42 
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Foreign Mission Receipts 
Apr. 1, 1948, to Aug. 31, 1948 $340,401.96 
Apr. 1, 1949, to Aug. 31, 1949 315,865.40 





Decrease $ 24,536.56 


Program Of Progress 
Apr. 1, 1949, to Aug. 31, 1949 (Net) $111,876.49 


BOOK REVIEWS 


“Barnes’ Notes On The New Testament: Acts.” 
By Albert Barnes. Published by Baker Book House, 
1019 Wealthy Street, S.E., Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 
Price $3.00. Another commentary in the new en- 
larged type edition by one of America’s clearest 
Bible expositors. This work is edited by Dr. Robert 
Frew. This commentary is suited especially to facili- 
tate the work of Sunday School teachers. Barnes 
writes in simple style. This does not imply that he 
is not scholarly. He is a scholar who is the master 
of a readable style. This commentary also is practi- 
cal. It shows how the gospel should be applied to 
life. This book is a fine addition to any home. 





“A Summary Of The Christian Religion.” By 
Herman Kuiper, Th.D. Published by William B. 
Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price 30c¢ each, $3.00 per dozen. This booklet 
presents the fundamentals of Christianity in brief 
questions and answers which are meant to be 
memorized. It is suitable for catechism classes and 
also for home use. 


The Reign of Grace.’”” By Abraham Booth. Pub- 
lished by William B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. This classic work 
is one of the most powerful and luminous and 
comprehensive expositions of the dispensations of 
grace ever to have been written. It ably vindicates 
the doctrines of grace. The value of the book is 
enhanced by an instructive “Introduction” by the 
distinguished Dr. Thomas Chalmers. 


“Grace and Power.’ By W. H. Griffeth Thomas, 
D.D. Published by William B. Eerdman’s Publish- 
ing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. 
Twelve studies in the Christian life by the well- 
known Principal of Wycliffe Hall, Oxford Univer- 
sity. The first part calls attention to the possibili- 
ties of Christian living; the second section outlines 
the provision for the Christian life; the third the 
guarantees of the protection in living the Christian 
life. 


“The Parable of The Father’s Heart.” By 4G. 
Campbell Morgan. Published by Fleming H. Revell 
Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. Price 
$1.25. In this volume the “prince of expositors” 
takes a new look at the parable of the prodigal son. 
Dr. Morgan places the main emphasis on the 
father’s unfailing love. 


“The Haunted House At Sugar Creek.”’ (A Sugar 
Creek Gang Story). By Paul Hutchens. Published 
by Van Kampen Press, 222 East Willow Street, 
Wheaton, Ill. Price $1.50. Young people who have 
been fascinated with other Sugar Creek Gang 
stories will relish this one. 


These Books May Be Ordered From 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
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THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
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of homiletic value! For the Bible Student — An 


unexcelled key to the meaning of the Biblical 
text! For the Sunday School Teacher and Mis- 
sion Worker — Unmatched in suggestions for the 
application of Scriptural truths! For the Chrts- 


tian layman — Unrivaled in simplicity of 
presentation! 

Praised interdenomina- 

IN APPEAL - ae — by Bible stu- 

dents of all the major 

denominations! Distributed internationally — in 

all countries of the globe, with translations in 

French, Welsh, Chinese, and Tamil! Used by 

all classes of Christians — by the scholar in his 
study and the layman _* his home. 

volumes — well 


bound in attractive gray 


IN VALUE 
fabric, with title in gold 


ona red background! Com size—5%4 x 8% 
inches; average of about 400 pages per volume! 
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Note These Comments! 


4. Wallace Cooper in The Expositor: “The 


suggestiveness of the interpretation, the homiletic 
divisions that inspire the mind, enable us to 
realize why more than two million copies of 
Barnes’ Notes have thus far been sold.” 


Professor V. R. Edman, President of Wheaton 


College: . found them to be very helpful and 
instructive.” 

The Southern Presbyterian Journal: ‘Sunday 
School teachers will also find this comentary 
profitable in the preparation of their lessons.’ 

John Theodore Mueller in the Concordia 
Theological Monthly: ‘The average Bible stu 
dent and teachers needs no more than just such 


brief, practical pithy notes as are offered in this 
commentary.” 

“We 
these 


Young Calvinist: 
members would buy 


The Baptist Record: 
abounds in practical 
timely today as the 


H. H. Halley, 
Handbook: “ 


society 
them. 


wish all 
books 


our 
and use 
“The 
applications 
day they 


commentary 
which are as 
were written.” 


Author of Halley's Pocket Bible 


I have very high regard for Barnes’ 








Enlarged type. Notes.” 
Reasonably pri ed an average of $3.00 per 
volume! Convenient to purchase — Volume-A- The Pastor’s Book Suggester (Nazarene) 
Month Plan. Order now. Pay when volume “Barnes’ Notes . . . are evangelical, and chara 
arrives. terized by a deeply devotional emphasis 
Publication Schedule and Order Form 
C] Please reserve complete sets of Barnes’ Notes on the Old and New Testament. Kindly 
mail me the volumes which are now ready at once, and the remaining volumes as they are issued. 
lease send the volumes I have checked as they are issued 
Ready. Matthew and Mark. 425 Pages $3.00 October James, Peter, Johr and 
Ready. Luke and John. 418 Pages.. 3.00 Jude. 416 Pages 3.00 
meee. ets. Gi POOR. oices civcces 3.00 November. Revelation. 500 Pag« 3.50 
Ready. Romans. 349 Pages......... 3.00 December. Job 1. 363 Pages 3.00 
Rea I Corinthians. 351 Pages . 3.00 January. Job Il. 339 Pages $.00 
Ready. 11 Corinthians and Galatians. February. Psalms I. 432 Pages 3.00 
ES es ee 3.00 March. Psalms Il. 448 Pages.. 3.00 
Ready Ephesians, Philippians, and April. Psalms III. 408 Pages.. 3.00 
SURE. Fe WUD s vices stedouss 3.00 May. Isaiah I. 509 Pages..... 3.00 
Ready. Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, June. Isaiah Il. 446 Pages...... $.00 
and Philemon. 314 Pages........... 3.00 July. Daniel I. 324 Pages.. 8.00 
Ready. Hebrews. 332 Pages........ 3.00 August. Daniel II. 308 Pages....... 3.00 
$ a Enclosed. ____ Send C.O.D. —— _. Charge My Account 
Name ew ee — 
City a SS — =— 
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